£40 Ly 
— 88 — IF 1 


A FURTHER 


A F" 
6. 
1 
| v ay 
1 8 


COMMITTEE 


of no 
Appointed to enquire into hos Conaver of 


ROBERT Earl of ORFORD; | 


Durin g the laſt Ten Years of his being N 
Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, 
and Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer 
of His MajtsTy's Py 


Ve. Arp . 61: 1. 
"Publ — 2 an ; Examined Oy. 


D U B L I N : 
Printed by S. PowzLt, 
For eonon Risk, at SHabeſpear s-Head in | Dames 
3 Free, and GoRGE FAULKNER in Efſev-fereet, 


FOO M DCC WHY. 


Adi, I 


7 e 
— — e — E 
1 1 1 . — * * _ % — 8 —C * . 8 ras — — _ 
» x — _ *; N — 7 < 5 RRR Tor RN e n | on | 


6 — Los. acti 


5 


— — 


— 


Were 1 INN 


— — —-—-— — 
* 
* 


4 


4 
: 
: 


| 
1 | "ON F 72 5 5 * 1 
4 . * „ ot g : 
x % : 7 g 
* 
F : 
4 , 


* 


98 DADE 4 a det © © 
G , =\- NEED |. 9 © 2 2 9 © . 
n er. IG 2 
8 ee * N Ems * 1 
6 DN 3 2 


\ x 

FH e 
DAE 

7 


A FURTHER 


From the | 


| Coumrer of Senke v 


8 8 


n 8 


y 


3 


ö 


OUR committee having, in their former 
report, laid before the houſe, the obſtructi- 
ons they met with 1n the courſe of their en- 

= = quiry; and finding that the Lords had re- 
Tuſed to concur in the means purpoſed by this houſe 
to remove them, by rejecting the bill for indemni- 


3 fying ſuch perſons as ſhall upon examination make 
 - diſcoveries touching the diſpoſition of publick mo- 


- ney, or concerning the diſpoſition of offices, or any 


payments or agreements in reſpect thereof, or con- 
cerning other matters relating to the conduct of 
Robert Earl of Orford, have not thought it adviſe- 
able to enter upon any new matter relating to the 
: © tranſactions of the Earl of Orford : But, as previous 


to the rejecting of the ſaid bill by the other houſe; 
DT "A + 8 5 they 


they had ſeveral matters before them of the higheſt 


of this deſign they were again interrupted by a new 1 
and unforeſeen obſtruction to one of the moſt mate- 
rial points in queſtion, which therefore, together xj 
with the other matters above-mentioned, they find 


deſerv 


Cur rel 
appea 


ment 
DELWE 


draw! 


themſelves under a neceſſity of laying before the 


houſe, | 


As the vigorous and ſucceſsful proſecution of the _ 


war in America ſeems to have been the great ob- 
ject of the intereſts and inclination of the people of 
Great-Britain; and as an expedition to a climate ſo &. 
diſtant and dangerous muſt unavoidably be attend- 
ed with an immenſe expence, both of men and 
money, to the nation, your committee therefore, 
conſidering how eſſentially it muſt affect the glory 
of his majeſty's arms, and the Juſtice due to this 
nation, that thoſe of their countrymen who chear- 
fully undertook a ſervice, where the enemy was the 
leaſt danger they were expoſed to, ſhould be juſtly * 
and fully paid the great ſums raiſed to ſupport them, 
have thought it their duty to enquire into the con- 
tract made for ſupplying his majeſty*s forces going 
upon the expedition with Lord Cathcart, and to ex- 
amine whether it had been eſtabliſhed on the moſt * 
juſt and advantageoug fggt, for troops ſo peculiarly 7 

„ = 8 eee IO defcrving 1 


e 
— 


(3) 


heſt deſerving the care and attention of the publick: 404 


the 
omy 
nent 
ions 
iſſu- 
tate, 

the 
mit- 
ters 
with 
tori- 

has 


tion 1 
new - 
jate- ury for furniſhing money at Jamaica, for the expedi- 
ther ö 
find } 
the 


in proceeding therein, 

Tour committee find that the money, or rather the 
currency of Jamaica, is of a leſs value than ſterl- 
ing money, and by the examination of merchants it 
appears that for ſome years before the commence- 

nent of the war with Spain, the rate of exchange 

etween Jamaica and England was from 135 to 140, 
ut generally at a 140, very few bills, having been 
drawn under that rate, that is, perſons at Jamaica 
enerally paid 1400. of the currency of that country 
for a bill which intitled them, or their agents, to 
100“. ſterling, in England. 
Your committee nd that on the oth of Jay; 
740. the following propoſals was made to the trea- 


jon under Lord Cathcart, by Peter Burrell, and John 
riſtow, Eſqz members of this houſe, 


„ To the right honourable the Lords commiſſi- 


© oners of his majeſty's treaſury, the propoſal 
of Peter Burrell, and John Briſtow. 


60 That they are ready to furniſh at Jamiaca his 
; majeſty? s forces, going upon the intended expedi- 
tion 'with Lord Cathcart, with any ſums of mo- 
ney, and at the Times which the ſervice ſhall 
require, at the rate of 1000. ſterling for every 
1207. paid at Jamaica in the currency of that 
iſland; the ſum of 270001“. be paid to them 
before the departure of the troops, they furniſh- 
ing their bills at ſight on Jamaica for the amount 
thereof at the above-mentioned rate of 1001. 
ſterling for 1201. Jamaica currency; that the 
ſubſequent payments be made upon their produ- 
eing the deputy pay- maſter's bills or receipts, who 
ſhall be directed to give the ſame for the ſums they 
ſhall receive from time to time.“ 
Peter Burrell. John Briſtow, 
| London july; 9, 1740. 
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being then preſent at the board, which appears the 
more extraordinary to your committee, becauſe the 
commiſſioners of the treaſury (had they thought fit 
to enquire) muſt have found that for ſeveral months. 
preceding the date of this propoſal, all the bills drawn 
from Jamaica, for the ſervice of his majeſty's navy 
and ordnance, were drawn at the rate of 1401. for 53 
100 J. ſterling, as appears by the appendix, *(N® 1.) B71 


company, when Mr. Burrell ſub-Governor, and Mr. 85 
Briſtow deputy-governor, were preſent, the follow- * S 


this extraordinary tranſaction, as far as your com- if 
| mittee have been able to trace them, are of a very pe 


Capt. Alexander Wilſon, who was agent to Lord f, 


dix, (No 2.) That in the May or June preceding £ 


(6) EY. 
This propoſal was the ſame day agreed to by the ** dr 


Wo gut Re r the t. 
commiſſioners of the treaſury, the Earl of Orford rel 


ſuper 
troop 
Lord 
at 1 
the 

Proc 
Jour committee alſo obſerve, that at the time of mid 
the delivery of this propoſal it could be no ſecret to rh 
Mr. Burrell and Mr. Briſtow, that the exchange from PP 
Jamaica was at 140. For your committee find in mie 


the minutes of a court of directors of the ſouth- ſea with 


ny 1 Of | 
Ing order. , 


Friday, March 16, 1738-9. oY 
_. ., Ordered, CE 175 ha 


That it be referred to the committee of correſpon- | 
dence to conſider and report their opinion concerning ſte 


the exchange from Jamaica, which is now at 140 J. 
for 100 J. ſterling, and yet the company are not cre- Br 


Cited for the dollars, piſtoles, and bar gold more js 
than when the exchange was at 135 per Cent. E, 
The circumſtances which preceded and occaſioned 1 


ſingular nature; for it appears by the examination of 
Cathcart, when he was preparing for the expedition 
to the Weſt. Indies, which is annexed in the appen- h 
\ 
: 


. | ! 8 
this contract, the pay maſter- general communicated 


to Lord Cathcart a method of paying the troops 4 
which his lordſhip approved of; this was by ſending } 2 
a ſum of money with the deputy-pay-maſter, wo 2 


was to attend the expedition, and impowering him 
—_— 8 . to 


1 
y th to draw what bills ſhould be neceſſary, and directing 


Iforg the troops to be paid at Jamaica, at ſuch a rate of 
= exchange, as ſhould appear to Lord Cathcart and the 


rs the 
iy 3 ſuperior officers to be moſt advantageous to the 

1 55 troops; and it being intimated fome time after to \ 
5 11 1 


SM Lord Cathcart, that a contract for paying the troops, 
iran at 120 J. Jamaica money, for 100 /. ſterling was 
navy then depending before the treaſury, he Immediately 
＋ 107 procured a meeting with Mr. Hanbury Williams, 


8 4. 1 of the marines, Mr. Burrell, and Mr. 


A 80 ; paid in a more advantageous manner, for he did not 


ID apprehend the contract was at that time paflcd. | At 
id in Fs meeting he mentioned the inconventencies which, 
hſoad might ariſe from the paying the men at a rate fa, 
| much lower than the known exchange, and the dan- 
„ na TIDE TOO 
ger there was, from what he had obferved abroad, 
of its producing diſcontents and mutiny; and after 
' ſeveral arguments uſed on both ſides, their meeting 
ended on Mr, Burrelb's, or Mr. Briſtow's declaring, 
that they had made an agreement with the treafary al- 
ready, on the terms of 120/. Jamaica money, for 100%. 


1 3 
ES - ſterling, and that they could not do it for leſs Profit. 
pag From the examinations of Mr. Burrell and Mr, 
MC Briſtow, (which are annexed in the appendix, ( NY 3.)- 
tit appears, that they applied for this contract to the 
ned Earl of Orford, and to no other Perſon; for when 
Im. 2 as publickly known that the troops were going to 
ry Jamaica, Mr, Burrell acquainted the ſaid earl, that he 
n of #8 had correſpondents in Jamaica, on the South-Sea com- 
org Pany's account, who were men of great credit, and 
gon had the greateſt command of money of any in the 
en. place, and he thought, if money was wanted there, 
Ron he could ſupply the government as well as any body 5 
tell and that afterwards, conſidering the great impor- 
ops tance of the affair, he thought it too much hazard 
5 55 1 for himſelf alone, and mentioned it to Mr. Briftow, 
Lo and they together ſettled the terms of their propoſal; 
Aim A and about the month of June, 1740, the parliament 

to. WS: beg 


7 7 


Burrel, 


(8) 


being then prorogued, they waited on the Earl of Or- 
ford, and propoſed to him the ſame terms, which were 


afterwards agreed toby the treaſury ; the ſaid earl aſked 


them if theſe were the loweſt terms, and hoped they 


would not aſk more than was reaſonable, or what any 
body ſhould complain of; that he would not take it 


on himſelf, but deſired them to make their propoſals 
to the treaſury, which ſeems to your committee 

to have been intirely matter of form; for it appears 
that when this propoſal was accordingly delivered to 


the treaſury, the Gentlemen cannot recolle&t to whom 
it was delivered, nor when, nor by whom they were 
informed of its being accepted ; 


to the others in the appendix (N* 3.) to which they 
beg leave to refer. 


| Your committee cannot find that any notice or in- 
timation was given to any perſon, except what paſſed 


between the Vat of Ortord and the contractors, as 
is before mentioned, of the intention of the treaſury, 


to make this contract; for it appears by the exami- 


nation of James Knight, Eiq; which is annexed in 


47 the appendix (N? 4.) that when he heard the troops 


were going to Jamaica, and was told the treaſury 


would contract with private perſons for paying them, 


he did himſelf intend to make an offer for furniſhing 


the money, but in very few days after, he heard 
the treaſury had agreed with Mr. Burrell and Mr. 
Briſtow, at the rate of 120 J. and he did not believe 
the treaſury ever gave any notice of their intentions 
to make any ſuch contract. That what he expected, 


was not a farmal Public notice, but that it ſhould 
gave 


nay, one of the 
gentlemen even does not remember, whether they 
themſelves went with cheir propolal when! it was pre- 
ſented. 
And your committee having alſo examined Charles | 
Hanbury Williams, Eſq; a member of this houſe, 
touching the converſation that paſſed between Mr. 
Mr. Briſtow, and Lord Cathcart, at Mr. 
Williams 8 office, have alſo added his examination 


2277 oa Seconds 1 


Or have been communicated to Merchants, as he has 
vere heard has been practiſed in Queen Anne's wars, 
ked and had this been done, he believes ſeveral beſides 
they | himſelf would have propoſed, and that he himſelf 
any would have furniſhed the Money at 130 J. per Cent. 
ce it for 100 J. ſterling, and ſhould have thought it a good 
als bargain, provided he could have had the ſame mo- 
tres ney advanced to him which he has heard was ad- 
ears vanced to Mr. Burrell, and Mr. Briſtow ; that after 
d to the firſt difficulty, which would be on the arrival of 
om the troops, was over, he did not doubt but he could 
rere have contracted with the people of the iſland to 
the Furniſh the money at the rate of 1575, and if the 
bey whole Money was advanced to him here beforehand, 
pre- and he was only to ſend it over and furniſh it at Ja- 
mamica at the rate of 130 J. per Cent. he thinks he 
rles fhould make 12 or 15 per Cent. per Ann. of the ſums 
uſe, he furniſhed, by returning the ſame money twice in 
vir,” a year, Fe LO, . 
Ar. This led your committee into a computation of 
ion the profits which might have been made on this 
ney contract which they conceive to ſtand thus: 
If the value of 100 J. ſterling be ſent to Jamaica 
in- in moidores, it appears they will produce 143 J. 105. 
led Jamaica currency; but by this contract, only 1201 
as Jamaica currency was to be paid at Jamaica for every 
„ 100 J. ſterling received here, to this 120 J. Jamaica 
Nl currency, all the neceſſary charges muſt be added, 
in which your committee conceive to be 11. per Cent. 
ps commiſſion, 2; per Cent, Inſurance, 1 J. per Cent. 
ry freight, and + per Cent. for the charges of ſhipping; 
m, in all, 47. 15s. per Cent. which on 120 J. Jamaica 
ng currency; is 5 J. 14.5. of the ſame currency, in all, 
rd - 125 J. 145. Jamaica currency, fo that the profit to 
Ir, be made on ſending moidores, was the difference 
ve between 125/. 145. and 1437. 10s. which is 171. 
ns 16s. Jamaica currency, or 127, 85. 1 d. ſterling 
d, out of every 100 J. ſterling, which is, 144. 3 5. 
Id 2 d. 3 per Cent. ſterling. And your con: mittee ob- 
ve 8 ; ſerve, 


(9) 


date, and on the 1 of October „ 9 500 J. more was 


(1) 


ſerve, that if half of the ſum ſent, had been in 


ſix and thirty ſhilling-pieces, and only half in moi- 


dores, 100 J. ſterling fo ſent, would have produced 
141 J. Jamaica currency, which is only 2 J. 105. 


Jamaica currency leſs than Moidotes alone would 


have produced. 


And your committee cannot help obſerving, that 
if the treaſury had thought fit to ſend in Moidores 


to Jamaica, on the account of the publick, the 


ſame ſums of money which they actually advanced to 
the Contractors, then every 10017, ſterling ſo ſent, 


would have produced 143 J. 4 Jamaica Currency, ex- 
cept what may be allowed for inſurance, which 


your committee is informed, amounts to about 
2 1. Z per Cent, on money ſent by Ships of war; 


_ could frequent Opportunities have been want- 


ing of ſending on board his majeſty's ſhips ſuch 
further ſupplies of money as might at any time have 
been neceſſary for that ſervice ; but if it had been 
thought more adviſeable to have ſupplied part of 
this expence by Draughts from hence, there can be 
no doubt but that the deputy pay-maſter being fur- 
niſhed with a proper proportion of ſpecie from 
hence, would have been able to keep up the ex- 
change at 140ʃ. and in that caſe no charge could 


have attended that part ſo ſupplied. 
It further appears, that in the courſe of this af- 


fair, and before the departure of Lord Cathcart, 
ſtill greater indulgences were granted to the con- 

_ tractors ; for by their firſt propoſal, the Sum of 
27000 J. only was to be advanced them by the 
treaſury, before the departure of the troops; but 


the ſubſequent Payments were not to be made to 


them till they produced the deputy pay-maſter's 
bills or receipts ; and yet on the 3oth of Septem- 
ber following, winch was before the departure of 
the troops, 12000 J. was further advanced to them 


by the pay-maſter general, for their bill of that 


ad- 


(nt) 
advanced to them by the pay-maſter of the marines, 
for their bill of the zoth of September, and on 


3 the 23d of December, a further Sum of 1 2000 J. 
ulld Was advanced by the paymaſter- general, for their 
dill of that day's date; and on the 6th of Ja- 
hae nuary a further ſum of 90097. was advanced by 
_ the pay-maſter of the marines for their bill of the 
he 31ſt of December, all in conſequence of minutes 
Pu of the treaſury, as in the Appendix (Ne 5.) 
nt, Here your committee cannot help obſerving, 
ay that the paying theſe Sums, amounting to 42500 “. 
N over and above the 27000 J. originally advanced, 
1 before there had been any disburſements on the 
vs part of the contractors, altered the nature of the 
1 Contract, and rendred it much more beneficial than 
. as it was originally propoſed by the Contractors 
* themſelves. 
85 Mr. Burrel ſaid he did offer half of his ſhare 
61 to his brother, and a gentleman engaged in buſineſs 
55 with him, but they thought it too great a riſque for 
* them to run: He I kewife mentioned to another 
5 gentleman (whom he did not name) who would 
* not accept of it. That theſe refuſals were very ear - 
4 ly, before any thing was done in it more than paſ- 
ſing the contract, and that he mentioned them to 
E ſhew that he hs he had no great bargain of 
: it ; and from the examinations of Mr. Burrell, and 
n Mr. Briſtow, it further appears, that ſame time 
F after the making the contract, they offered Mr. 
* Monſon, a member of this houſe, + pare. ot 1; 
; as far as it related to the payment of the troope, 
x in the office where he is deputy, which he ac- 
2 cepted of, and has ſhared accordingly the profits of 
7: this contract, from the beginning, and ſome time 
r after the Farl of Orford mentioned to Mr. Bar- 
8 rel, that Mr. Hanbury Williams had dcfired him 


to ſpeak to him, Mr. Burrell, that one of Mr. 


Williams's 1 might have ſome ſhare in the 


remittances; but he added, you are to do juſt as 
you 


4 _ —— 
— — 93 ay _ 
— — 
* 


Jamaica money, 


inf 


you pleaſe, I don't aſk you to let any body 1 f 


for the contract is yours; and ſoon afterwards, 
Mr. Hanbury Williams ſpoke to the contractors, 


and told them, that he had a relation, one Mr. 
Hanbury, a Weſt- India merchant, to whom he 
had obligations, and as he had money and effects 
at Jamaica, he deſired he might be concerned 
& part with them for the future, which he has ac- 
cordingly been, in what relates to the payment of 


the marines, in Mr. Hanbury Williams's office. 


And it appears to your Committee, that neither 
the one nor the other of theſe gentlemen advanced 
any money, or were concerned in the management, 


but were to be ſharers in the profit or loſs only. 
And it further appears to your committee, that 


on the arrival of the troops at Jamaica, and the 
tendring the money to them at 1207, Jamaica cur. _ 
rency, great diſcontents were expreſſed by the offi- | 
cers, and ſome actually refuſed to receive it, and 


with time the diſcontent increaſed, and nothing 


was talked of ſo much amongſt the officers of the 
army, as the hardſhips of being paid at 1207. when 


the exchange was at 1407. every one of them 


became a calculator, and complained that he loſt 


16]. 65. on every 100 J. he being paid his 120 J. 


more than 83 J. 145. ſterling, all which appears 


by the letters of Colebrooke and General Went- 


worth, annexed in the appendix (N“ 6.) ſo truly 


were the fears of Lord Cathcart verified. 


And this uneaſineſs among the troops was great- 


ly increaſed by the peremptory refuſal of the agents 


of Mr, Burrell, and Mr. Briſtow, to furniſh the 


deputy pay-maſter at Jamaica with any money up- 
on their credit, ariſing, as Mr. Colebrooke ſays in 


his letter of 20th of Feb. 1740, marked (B), in 
appendix (N* 6.) from their views of appropriat- 
ing the profit to themſelves, and being dazled with 
the Proſpect of getting 1 J or 201. per Cent. in- 


ſtead 


with 62 moidores, which is no 


82 
eeIndies, is called in, and acquaints my Lords, 
* that he and Mr. Burrell have diſcharged ſuch _ 


_— CO EF. 


„%%% v W120 09 MO 


(13) 


Read of 2 J. per Cent. their commiſſion: Upon 


this, the deputy pay-maſter took up money from 


dother perſons, and gave them bills on the pay-ma- 

ſter-general; and tho' there were (as appears by the 
extracts of the letters of the deputy pay-maſter, of 
the zoth of Feb. and 23d. of March, 1740-1, 
which are marked (B) and (D) in the appendix 
(N 6.) combinations to diſtreſs him, yet the firſt 
dills he thus drew, were at the rate of 1307. and 
he by degrees raiſed the exchange, ſo that at laſt 
he drew at 140 J. whilſt the troops ſtill continued 
to be paid at 120]. 


And it further appears to your committee, that 


on the gth of June, 1741, there is entered in the 
treaſury-books the following minute? 


„Mr. Briſtow, one of the remitters for the Weſt- 


A 


0 


ok their factors and agents at Jamaica, as miſ- 
„ behaved themſelves in their conduct about ſup- 
„ plying the money for the publick ſervice there; 
and that as General Wentworth has applied for 
© the troops to be paid at the rate of 125 J. per 


„ Cent. he will take care that the remittances ſhall 
ebe made accordingly.” ?! | 2 8 


And on the 10th of July following, the com- 


miſſioners of the treaſury agree and order that 
Meſſ. Burrell and Briſtow, pay the troops in A- 
merica at the rate of 125 J. Jamaica currency for 

100 J. ſterling, from the 24th of April preceding. 


Now your committee obſerve, on this new con- 


tract, firſt propoſed on the 5th of June, 1741, 
and finally regulated on the 10th of July follow- 
ing, that Mr. Colebrooke, the deputy pay-maſter _ 
at Jamaica, did on the 24th of Feb. preceding, {| 
being 19 Weeks before the ſettling of the ſaid 
contract, draw bills on the pay-maſter general to 
the amount of 1259. all at the rate of 1307. and 
| did in his letter of the 23d of March, before men- 


_ tioned 


( 14 ) 

tioned, . acquaint the pay-maſter general that he 
had happily overcome all the oppclition, and could 
affure him on good grounds, that whatever money 


might be neceſſary to be raiſed for the ſervice, 


vould be found at Jamaica, for bills on the pay- 
maſter. general for 130 J. and upwards, and this laſt 
letter is dated above ten weeks before the propoſal of 


Mr. Burrell and Mr. Briſtow, to amend their con- 
tract, and above fiftcen weeks before the final ac. 
ceptation of that propoſal by the treaſury; and it is 
worthy of obſervation that in the months of January, 
February, March, April and May, preceding the 


July in which this ſecond contract at 125. was e. 
ſtabliſhed by the treaſury, there were drawn from 


Jamaica, no leſs than 39 bills for the ſervice of his 


majeſty's navy, moſt of them at the rate of 1351. 4 


and the remainder at the rate of 1407. 
And it appears to your committee, that ſcveral 


Bills amounting to the Sum of 11392“. 178. were 
drawn on the paymaſter of the marines by his de- 


puty, between the 18th cf Feb. 1740, and the iſt 


of Auguſt, 1741, part of which bills amounting to 
oo. were drawn in the mo: ith of February, pre- 
ceding the new contract; that theſe bills were paid 
by Mr. Burrell, and Mr. Briſtow, and that money 


was iſſued to them for that purpoſe by the pay- ma- 
ſter of the marines. But, your committce have not 


been able to diſcover at what rate of exchange they 
were drawn, nor does it appear whether Mr, Burrell 


and Mr. Briſtow have bcen allowed to take the pro- 
fit ariſing from the Difference between 1207. the rate 


of the contract, and the rate Of EXChange the bills 


were drawn at. 


And it further appears to your committee, that 4 
the bills drawn by the deputy pay-maſtcr from Ja- 


maica, on the pay-maſter-general, when the agents 
of Mr, Burrell a ad Mr, Briftow refuſed to ſupply 
him, amounting to the ſum of 272161. 5s. 3d. and 


which were drawn in the months of February and 
Mar ch, | 


(1s) 


10 March, 1740, and in April, May, June, July and 

d Auguſt, 1741, at 1300. 135“. 1371.5 and at laſt at 

y | 140). were ſent for payment to Mr, Burrell and Mr. 

— Briſtow, and alſo that money was iſſued from the 

/- —pay-office to them to diſcharge the ſaid bills; altho? 

it it does not appear to your committee what pretence 

of of Right the Contractors could have to the profit 
n ariſing from any of theſe bills, after the forfeiture 
C- of their bargain by the refuſal of their agents to fur- 

is niſh the deputy pay-maſters at Jamaica,  _ 

Vs But tho? theſe bills were thus paid by Meſſ. Bur- 

1e rell and Briſtow, yet your committee find that on 

e= the 15th of December laſt, the pay-maſter general 

m made a repreſentation of this matter to the treaſury, 

is as in the appendix (No 7.) praying a direction of 
the Commiſſioners whether the profit or difference 

ariſing by the exchange on the ſaid bills ſhould be 

al accounted for, and paid to the agents of the ſaid 
re _ contractors, or reſerved in the hands of his deputy 
e- _ for the uſe and benefit of the publick: And your 

|} committee find the following minute in the books 
o.: oi i 5 1 
eK— Whitehall Treaſury-chamber, J 9th Dec. 1741. 
d Read alſo to my Lords a memorial from the ſame 

-y pay: maſter, dated the Iyth inſt, relating to the 
4 - . *<. yemittances of pay for the troops of America, {| 
ot ( withreſpett to the Jamaica currency, and ordered _ 
y La copy thereof to be {ent to the remitters for their 
11. 4 inder thereto,” 2-5 „5 
o. To which the remitters gave in their anſwer, an- 
te need in the appendix (No 8.) in which it is re- 
ls markable, that in ſtating their ſeveral charges upon 
ſending over ſpecie to Jamaica, they make one | 
at charge in the following words: Three per cent. com- 
a- miſſion we pay in Jamaica: Whereas it appears by { 
ts —  theirexaminations, that they paid one per cent. only | 
ly to their agent, Mr. Colebrooke, for the money © | 
id out with Lord Cathcart, i | 
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160. 


This anſwer was received on the rth of Feb, laſt, 


the Earl of Orford continued in the treaſury. 


our of the Earl of Orford, who had the ſole direc- 


tion of it, ſeems ſo extraordinary, that they feat 
this part of their report would want credit, if they 
had not deſcended into the moſt minute particulars 
5 of 1 Ew 
Nere they find a contract entered into upon the 


good faith of the propoſers only, with an ignorance 
of the value of the exchange, whether real or affect- 


ed does not appear to your committee; and that de- 
fect ſo far from being endeavoured to be ſupplied, 
by admitting propoſals or information from any o- 
ther merchants, that it ſeemed a determined point 
to ſhut it out, even when it ſeemed to obtrude it- 
delf, upon him, from the very Offices ſubject to his 


inſpection. 
But as if this 1 injury to the troops and i Inj! fie to 


the nation, had been too little, he rendered this 
contract more "advantageous to the contractors than 
their moſt ſanguine expeRtation originally ſuggeſted : 


to them. 


For tho? by the terms of the contract the publick | 
was to advance 27000). only, in money, yet we 
find the further ſum of 420001. advanced to them 


before the arrival of the troops in America. 


And your committee obſerve, that the ſhares of 


the profits of this contract were dealt out to the de- 


| Puty of the pay-office, and to a friend of the pay- 

maatſter of the marines, at the requeſt of the ſaid pay- 

maſter, without any advance of money or trouble on 

their part, and it is very remarkable that theſe ſhares 

yoru confined to the ſums iſlued from the reſpective 
Oliices. 


And here your committee muſt obſerve, from the 
N e of his of Des chat neither the i K 
tere 


and nothing appears to have been done upon it while 


Your committee have been obliged to dwell the 
Baer upon this contract, becauſe the whole behavi- 


at, 


le 


(177 


tereſt of the ſoldier, or the publick, ſeemed to have 


| been the object of the Earl of Orford's attention. 
The cries of the injured ſoldiers, who had loſt 
one day's pay in ſeven, where proviſions of all kinds 
bear an exceſſive price, made to little impreſſion, 
” that the only relief they obtained was an advance of 
their pay upon the contract from 1200. to 125. tho? 
there had been drawn upon the navy- office, during 
the fix months preceding, ſeveral bills, none at leſs 
than 1351. and ſome at 140. and tho? the deputy 
to the paymaſter-gencral likewiſe, 19 weeks before, 
had drawn upon the office at 1309/7. and 15 weeks 
before had written to the paymaſter-general, that he 
might depend upon being furniſhed with what- 
ever ſums ſhould be wanted at 130g. and upwards, 


: nor could there be any reaſon to fear a diſappoint- 


ment, ia relying upon thoſe aſſurances of the de pu- 


; | ty- -maſter, becaule to his care wholly it was owing, 
that they were not diſappointed upon the refufal of 
the contractors agents to furniſh him with money. 


Your committee cannot but obſerve that the tre- 
| ſury, in eſtabliſhing this new contract, where the 


. contractors propoſed the advance from 120] to 1200. 
to commence from the 5th of June, 1741. order it 
With a retroſpect, and to commence from the 24th 
of April preceding, and are greatly at a loſs to find 


if the firſt contract was upon juſt and equal terms, 


I _ why the contractors ſubmitted to any advance at 


all; and if it was not upon cqual terms, why the 

treaſury did not extend their retroſpect, and order 
it to be rectified from the commencement. 

And ſo little was the publick to avail itfeif of 


4 | this injuſtice to the ſoldier, that when the CONtraC-. 


| tors could furniſh no money at all, from their a- 


ö gents refuſing to anſwer their credit, and conſe- 
} quently the contract was diflo! ved, and the army 
muſt have ſtarved, if the deputy-piymaſter, who 
is the officer of the publick, had not procured mo— 
2 r by draughts upon ths pay- 2 at 130, 13, 


9 * 
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1 up to 140 Jamaica currency, for 100 J. ſterling; 

5 yet thoſe very bills were ſuffered to be paid by 
* the contractors, and publick money iſſued to them 
. to pay the ſame, but by whoſe order does not ap- 
1 gs to your committee. 


publick, had belonged to the contractors. 
And your commuttee obſerve, that when on the 
15th of December laſt, the paymaſter prayed di. 


could not be obtained, while the Earl of Orford re- 
miined in the treaſury. 

"; - Your committee now Pod to lay before you, 
the great part which the Earl of Orford appears to 


cern the freedom of elections, and the independan- 
cy of Prue, and they have the greateſt rea- 
3 ſon to 

theſe dark tranſactions been properly indemnified, 


Fl utmoſt importance, 

«| Your committee having i in rheir former: report 
y | laid before you the ſhare which Mr. Paxton and 
5 Mr. Lawton had in carrying on proſecutions rela- 

\ ting to the burough of Orford, and particularly 
þ that Lawton had dcclared, that he did not pretend 
& to fay he ſhould not be re- imburſed his exyences _ 
on that head, think fit now to acquaint you, that 
»Þ Mr. Abraham Farley being examined, ſaid, that a- 
bout January, 1736, Mr. Lawton told him there 
woas an order made out at the treaſury, in his 
1 (Farley' 3 name, for 12007. and bid him go and 


R ately to the ſaid Lawton. 

1 / And Mr. Richard Banks, upon his examination, 

ſaid, that John Lawton, Eq: of the Exchequer, 
appeared 


| As if the profits ariſing from the advanced prices 
i | of thoſe bills, drawn by a publick officer upon the I” 


rections from the treaſury, whether the profits on 
thoſe bills ſhould be paid to the contractors, or re- 
_ ſerved for the benefit of the public, even that 


havE had in ſeveral tranſactions which nearly con- 


elieve, that had the perſons employed in 1 


many diſcoveries would have been made of the 1 


receive it, which he did, and paid it over immedi- 1 


9 


appeared to be his client in the proſecutions relating 


to Orford, tho' he did not know what relation Mr. 
Lawton had to the borough of Or ford, but believed, 
that what Mr. Lawton did was to oblige Sir Robert 
Walpole, to whom he apprehended Lawton was un- 
der obligations; that the whole bill of near 3000“. 
which theſe Proſecutions amounted to, was never 
ſatisfied; that Mr. Lawton, Paxton, and he (Banks) 
met about it, and after a good deal of time allowed 
to examine the bill, they on the 15th of December 
1766, came to a ſtated account, when there was a 
ballance of 1200 and odd pounds ! in this Bank's fa- 
vour, which Mr. Lawton agreed he would pay in à 
fortnight's time, and he did ſoon after pay 500. to 
Paxton, who paid Banks 1007. thereof, and promiſed. 
ſoon to pay more, the remaining 709 and odd 
Pounds have not been yet paid; that he (Banks) did 
about two years ago, file a bill againſt Paxton in 

Chancery, to bring him to an account; that in this 
bill Mr. Lawton was made a defendant, and that 
| Lawton 1 in his anſwer did ſwear, that he detained the 


. -ool. in his hands, to re-imburſe himſelf what was 


| due to him from Paxton, and to ſecure the 200. ſtill 
| unpaid to Mr. Maſterman, for his bill. 

Mr. Leonard Martin, an attorney, and partner 
with his father-in-law Mr. Paxton, being examined, 
- ſaid, that he has been concerned in ſeveral ſuits a- 
bout the borough of Colcheſter, and that he had his 
chief directions therein from Mr. Daniel, an attor- 


ney at Colcheſter, tho Mr. Lawton ſometimes in- 
terfered; and that ſoon after Lawton's death he re- 
cCeœived a letter from Daniel, as annexca in the Ap- 


pendix, (Ne g.) that he received 133. for fines to 
Which the proſecutors were entitled; that he believed 
he adviſed with Lawton, about framing a petition | 
to the treaſury for the king's remaining two thirds 
Jof the fine; that Lawton, who ſcemed very detirous 
of ſucceſs in the affair of that corporation, approved 


of — and he belicved Lawton might ſay he Would 


B 2 | | Pa 


„ 
ſpeak about it; that he (Martin) thereon drew the 
draught of a petition, and ſent it to Daniel to get 
It DIR and on its return he procured a warrant 


from the treaſury directing Paxton to pay him 280 J. 


that the warrant was dated July ro, 1741. and that 


he received the money on the 26th of January laſt, 


and did imagine theſe proſecutions were with a 


view of influencing the election, and to turn the 


borough, and to get out the mayor, and get the 
returning o "cer. 


By all this it appears, that the management of this 


aFair was lodged in the hands of Paxton's partner 


and ſon-in-law ; and the expences attending it were 


in part paid by the ſaid Paxton, in conſequence of 4 


a wairait of the treaſury : but tho' your committee 


here met with a freſh inſtance of the ſollicitor of a 
the Treaſury's intermeddling in matters relating to 


elections, yet they did not think fit to examine him 


again, having little reaſon to expect he would make 


any diſcoveries, after the other houſe had rejected 


the bili by which he would have been indemnified ; _ 
and your committee cannot determine what could 
induce the earl of Orford to continue Paxton in his 


office upwards of 11 Years, and to ſuffer him to 
defer accounting for any part of the large ſums, 


which were from time to time iſſued to him, till 


the gth of February laſt, and then to account for two 


years only in ſo precipitate a manner, but muſt _ 


ſubmit to the Judgment of this Houſe, whether 


that indulgence was owing to a criminal Neglect, 1 


or to a more criminal confederacy. 

Your Committee now proceed to lay before you 
a tranſaction relating to the borough of Weymouth. 
Mr. Richard Jordan being examined, ſaid, that 


| he was mayor of W eymouth and Melcomb Regis 


in the ycar 1740. that on the 16th of June in that 
year Mr. Pearſe and Mr. Olmius came down to Wey- 


mouth ; that Vir. Pearſe applied to him (Jordan) 


and deſired his vote and intcreſt for himſelf and Mr. 
| Olmius, 


'ey- 
an) 
Mr. 


ius, 


(21) 


Olmius, and two others in petto, whom he did not 
name; and told him at the ſame time, that there 
would be a letter produced, obliging him, and all 
the officers in the ſervice, to vote for Mr. Pearſe 
and his friends; that then Mr. Pearſe deſired him to 
go with him in private; that when they were alone, 
Mr. Pearſe ſaid he was deſirous to have the cor- 
poration filled up, and that a hall ſhould be called 
for that purpoſe ; and he further requeſted, that he 
(Jordan) would meet him, Mr. Olmius, and ſome 
other Friends; but Mr. Jordan refuſed to meet Mr. 
Olmius, and then Mr. Pearſe left him: That on the 
18th day of June Mr. Pearſe came to his houſe a- 
bout noon, and told him, that if he would come into 
the meaſures of him (Pearſe) and his friends, and 
fill up the Corporation, in order to have a returning 
officer, or words to that effect, he had it in com- 
- miſſion to ſay, that he (Jordan) ſhould have the col- 
lection of the port of Weymouth, in a month's _ 
time, and a letter from Sir Robert Walpole under 
his own hand, to make good that promiſe. 
Pearſe then went from his houſe, and returned a- 
bout four of the clock the ſame day, and brought 

with him a liſt of ſuch of the revenue officers as 
were to be diſplaced. He took this liſt which was 
wrote in Mr. Pearſe's own hand, and read it over; 
and after Mr. Pcarſe was gone, he wrote it down 
from his own memory; aud it appcared to your 

committee, by this and the ſubſcquent examinati- 
bons, that ſeveral of the 

_ diſplaced accordingly. 
ALaid, that on the ſame day, as he thinks, Mr. Pearſe 
told him he did not doubt of prevailing on Mir, 
Charles Taver, and Mr. John Carſweil, who were 

- Aldermen, and others that he Mould wait upon them, 
and convince them that they were going againſt 
their own intereſts, the intereſt of the Government, 
and their Duty to his Majeſty, and again preiled 
4 him, Jordan, To Bll up ſix of the vacuncics with 


Mr. 


p-r{ons therein named were 
And Mr. Jordan further 
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(22) 
friends of his (Pearſe's) who are moſt of them 
ſince provided for : That he further told Jordan, 
that if he was ſure of the returning officer, Sir Ro» 
bert Walpole would fend down two other candi- 
dates: that Mr. Pearſe ſoon after went to London, 


but returned to Weymouth on the goth of June, and 1 e 
ſent a meſſage to him, Jordan, by Mr. Richard of \ 


Arburthnot, defiring to ſpeak with him at captain 
Tizzard's ; but he, Jordan, told the meſſenger, that 
Mr. Pearſe knew very well where he lived, "and he 
ſhould not go to the captain's Houſe ; that the 
meſſenger replied, Mr. Pearſe had a letter from Sir 
Robert Walpole to ſhew him ; that when Mr. Ar- 
buthnot found that he would not go to Mr. Pearſe 
at captain Tizzard's, he told him he would go 


and fetch the letter, and accordingly went and 


brought the letter, which he, Jordan, read, 4 
and took it to be addreſſed to Mr. Pearſe; the { £ 
purport of which was, that whatever Mr. Pearſe 3 
promiſed to him, Jordan, Sir Robert Walpole would 
make it good ; and that Jordan's brother-in-law, \ 
Mr. Franklyn, a clergyman, ſhould have the firſt | 
living that fell in the gift of the crown or the ſeals = 
worth his acceptance: That with much perſuaſion 
he did meet Mr. Pearſe at Mr. Tizzard's ſummer- 
houſe ; that Mr. Pearſe there ſhewed him this let- + 
ter again, and told him it was Sir Robert Walpole's 
letter, that it was ſigned R. Walpole, and he ap- 
prchends it was all wrote in the ſame hand with the 
Gening » that at this meeting Mr. Pearſe told him, 
you have four Aldermen now abſent, I would have 
vou call a hall, and fill up the corporation; 
' that he replicd, he thought Mr. Pearſe had been 
long enough acquainted with him, to think that he * 
Would not "Þe prevailed on by baſe means, to betray 3 
his Friends; and he further ſaid, on the 19th ß 
September the ſame year, being two days before 
the election for a mayor came on, a letter was pro- 
duced to him from the commiſnioners of the cuſtoms, 


im Porting, 


—o—_— —— 


fill u 
tobe 2 get a returning officer; and Mr. Pearſe ſaid, 
; fince his brother Jordan refuſed him, he had nothing 
no to truſt to unleſs he (Franklyn) could influ- 
egnce hm; 
not like the affair, and would not meddle with it; 
and Mr. Pearſe then replied, if fair means would 
" © Hot do, foul muſt; and he thought Mr. Pearſe ex- 


(23) 
Importing, that his deputation as land-waiter was 
ſuperſeded, and Robert the brother of Richard Ar- 
buthnot, who firſt brought Sir Robert Walpole's 
letter to him, was to ſucceed him; and he ſaid he 
had been employed in the cuſtom-houſe ever ſince 
the year 1712, and had been landwaiter in the port 
of Weymouth from the 4th of May, 1729, to the 
time of his diſmiſſion. 


t Thereverend Mr. Franklyn being examined, ſaid, 


that on the 1ſt Day of July, 1740. Mr. Pearſe | 
being then at Weymouth, ſent for him to ſhew 
| him, as he ſaid, how much he had his (Franklyn's) 
| intereſt at heart, but that he was very ſorry to tell 
him he was afraid his brother Jordan would ſpoil all 
his endeavours to ſerve him, for that Mr. Jordan 
had promiſed to come into his (Pearſe's) Meaſures, 
but now attempted to evade his promiſe ; but how- 


g ever, Mr. Pearſe, to convince him what a friend 


he intended to have been to him, ſhewed him a let- 
ter which was ſigned R. Walpole, the purport of 


1 | which was, you have given me ſo good a character 


of Mr. Jordan, that whatever preferment you ſhall 
think reaſonable to offer him ſhall be made good; 
and as for his brother-in-law, Mr. Franklyn, he | 
* ſhall have the firſt living that he will accept of, 


F | that falls in the gift of the crown or the ſeals, that 


Mr. Pearſe, at the ſame time told him, that he ex- 
| peed his brother Jordan, would call a hall, and 
the corporation, which he, Franklyn, took 


that he told Mr. Pearſe: that he did 


13 what he meant by foul means, for he ſaid 
e muſt have at their charter, and he thinks their 


1 charter has been ſince ane! for three months 


B 4 after, 


1 
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after, Mr. Pearſe attempted to ſet up a mayor in the g 
manner contrary to the uſual cuſtom of the place, 
and Mr. Pearſe's friends had filed ſeveral informati- e 


ons in the king's-bench againſt the corporation. 


Thomas Pearſe, Eſq; being examined, ſaid, that 4 
ſome. time before the laſt general election, Mr. h 


Joyeux, of Weymouth, was ſent up to London by 


his (Pearſe's) friends, with a ſcheme for the remo- Mr. 


val and promotion of ſcveral officers of the revenue, 
at the Port of Weymouth, without which alterati- 
ons, tho' he (Pearſe) himſelf might be choſe at the 


general election, yet it was impracticable to carry all 


the four members ; part of this ſcheme was to re- 


move William Clapcott, Efq; from being governor 


of Portland-Caſtle, and Mr. Tucker, from being re- 
ceiver of the hawkers and pedlars, and ſurveyors of 


the king's quarries in Portland, which laſt, with the f 
Salary of 500 J. per. ann. and 40 l. for a clerk, was gi 
to be divided between Mr. Tizzard, the then col- 
lector, and Mr. Bryor, which alterations took place: 
that Mr. Olmius generally tranſacted with Sir Robert 
| Walpole, every thing about the election; 
(Pearſe) apprehended that all the removes that were 
to be made, were with a view to influence the electi- t 
on, and Mr. Olmius and he went together to Sir k 


that he 


Robert Walpole, to conſult on meaſures for carrying 


on the election; but he believes that the ſcheme was 


not ſhewed Sir Robert Walpole, but only talked over 
with him; he further ſaid, that when he was at 
Weymouth, in the Summer, 1740, he was told by 


Mr. Jordan, the then Mayor, if he was made collec- 
tor in the room of Mr. Tizzard, 
fill up the corporation in order to chuſe a re- 
turning officer, againſt the general election, but 


that he (Jordan) would not think of doing any 


ſuch thing unleſs he ſaw a letter of it under Sir 


Robert Walpole's own hand, that when he came to 


London, he did acquaint Sir Robert Walpole with 


the 


that he would 


the 
lace, 
nati- 


( 25 | 
the Deſire of Mr. Jordan, and he, Pearſe, had a Let- 
ter from him, the purport of which was, that what- 
ever friends Mr. Pearſe ſhould recommend, he (Sir 
Robert Walpole) would endeavour to provide for, 


it that he is well acquainted with Sir Robert alpole's 

. hand, and believes the letter to be of his writing; 
that Mr. Franklyn, a clergyman, brother-in-law to 
Mr. Jordan, was particularly mentioned in the letter, 


Sir Robert Walpole ſaying, he would uſe his endea- 
yours to get him any living that ſhould become vacant 
in the gift of the crown or of the lord chancellor; 
that he, Pearſe, returned with this letter to Wey- 
mouth, and did ſhew it to Mr. Franklyn, and he 
believes, to Mr. Jordan, and he thinks it was in a 
converſation he had with Mr. Jordan, in Mr. Tiz- 
Zard's Summer-houſe, but that Mr. Jordan flew off 


from his Propoſal, ſaying, Employments might be 
; e one day and taken away the next, which much 


rprized him, and in a day or two he quitted the 
orough and came to London; that he did not know. 


but after the election was over he might ſay to Mr. 


1 Franklyn, have at your charter; that he did not 
mow what was become of Sir Robert Walpole” s let- 


— Er, but he believes he has ſince burnt it: That when 


he returned from Weymouth, after Mr. Jordan's 
Refuſal, he called on Sir Robert Walpole, and told 

im he had been diſappointed in his ſcheme; that Sir 
Neben encouraged him to proceed, and he was told 
by Mr. Olmius, that Sir Robert Walpole had re- 


commended to him (Olmius) Mr. Cholmondeley and 


Mr. Plumer, to join with him, (Olmius) and that 
he (Pearſe) did join with them. 

John Olmius, Eſq; being examined, ſaid, that there 
«Was a rough ſcheme of alterations in the officers of 
the revenue at Weymouth, which was talked over 
at Mr. Pearſe's, and was intended to facilitate the e- 
lection at Weymouth, that the Perſons who were 
mentioned to be advanced ha! ail intereſt in Wey- 


Puch; that he and Mr. Pearſe were with Sir Robert 


a 


. 2 Dale 
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Walpole, to deſire that the ſurveyor's place nigh be. 
given to Mr. Tizzard and Mr. Bryor, but he does 


not recollect if the whole ſcheme was ſhewed to Sir 


Robert Walpole or no, nor can he recolle& Sir Ro- _ 
bert Walpole's anſwer about the ſcheme, but Sir 
Robert Walpole was very ſlow in promoting Tizzard 
and Bryor ; that Mr. Olmius had an old ſervant 
whom he wanted to provide for, and he told Mr. 
Tizzard and Mr. Bryor, that as he had ſo much 


trouble to get them the place, he expected they 


ſhould give his ſervant 50 J. per ann. which they a- 


greed to, but it has not yet been paid, for they have 
not as yet received their own ſalaries: that Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole ſaid one day to this examinant, that 


Colonel Cholmondeley and Mr. Plumer were very 
good men; on which, Mr. Olmius ſaid, he would 


1 give them all the intereſt he could. 


Your committee find, that tho' theſe voy 


= of the Ear] of Orford to influence the Voters of Wey- 


mouth, and to procure a proper returning officer, by 
thus placing and diſplacing the Officers of the reve- 
nue, did at that time prove ineffectual ; yet juſt be- 


fore the election came on, another attempt was made 


of the woe Nature, tho with as little ſucceſs as be- 


fore. 
For Mr. Fictsaf Pomeroy, chief clerk to the clerk 


of the Cheque at Deptford being examined, ſaid, 


that on or about Monday the 27th of April, in the 
year 1741, eight or ten Days before the Weymouth 


Election came on, the reverend Mr. Morgan came 


to his houſe at Deptford, between 5 and 6 of the 


clock in the morning, and aſked him if he was wil- 
ling to go on a particular meſſage to Mr. Tucker, at 
Weymouth, which would be of ſingular ſervice to 
Mr. Tucker, as well as to him (Pomeroy ;) that he 


| anſwered, he was willing to do any thing which could 
be of any ſervice to Mr. Tucker or himſelf, but that 
he muſt have leave to be abſent from duty ; Mr. 


Morgan 
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Morgan told him he was going to town to wait on 
Sir Robert Walpole, and he would return as ſoon as 
poſſible ; and about two o'clock in the afternoon of 
the ſame day, Morgan returned to him, and told 
him, he had got leave for him, for Sir Robert Wal- 
pole had written a letter to Sir Jacob Acworth, for 
leave; that Sir Robert had inquired much of Mor- | 
gan, who Pomeroy was, and if he might be ſafely 
depended on, and that Morgan ſaid, he would anſwer 
to Sir Robert Walpole for his fidelity - and between 
three and four of the clock in the afternoon of the 
fame day, he, Pomeroy, came to town with Morgan, 
who carried him to the crown tavern behind the Ex- 


change, where they met Mr. Olmius, and they three 
: dined together ; and after dinner, Mr. Olmius told 


him (Pomeroy) that he found by Mr. Morgan he 
- was willing to go on the Meſſage to Mr. Tucker, he 
(Pomeroy) then aſked him, what the meſſage was? 
Mr. Olmius told him, if he would go down to Mr. 
Tucker, and tell him, that if he would but agree to 
take him, Olmius, Mr. Pearſe, and another friend who 
was not mentioned, he (Olmius) was commiſſioned 


1 from Sir Robert Walpole, to aſſure him (Tucker) 
that every friend of his that had been diſplaced, 


| ſhould have their places again, or any other that Mr. 
Tucker ſhould pleaſe to alk ; and as for Mr. Tucker 
himſelf, he ſhould have any thing he would be 


pleaſed to aſk, and that if he ( Tucker) doubted 
of the veracity of the meſſage, and either he or his 


brother would come to town, they ſhould be fully 
| fatisfied of the truth of it, and that he (Pomeroy) was 
not to communicate this meſſage to any other per- 
ſons but to the Tuckers and his (Pomeroy's) father, 
who had been poſt-maſter, but was then out; upon 


this, he obſerved to Mr. Olmius, that Mr. Pearſe, 


Who was his patron, was then in Dorſetſhire, that 
he would wonder to fee him, and would aſk him 


queſtions ; z and he deſired to know if he might be 
at. 
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at liberty to acquaint him, Pearſe, with the meſſage ; ; 
on this, Mr. Olmius ſaid he would write to Mr. Pearſe, 
and he did write a letter to him, which he gave un- 
fealed to him, Pomeroy, who read it two or three 
times, and it was in Subſtance as follows; 
« Sir, Mr. Pomeroy comes on a ſpecial meſſage 
from our good friend S. R. W. (which he [Pome- 
roy] ſaid, he underſtood to mean Sir Robert Wal- 
s pole, ) which meſfz iage he is not to communicate 


K 
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1 


fore as{k him no Queſtions, but be aſſured that no- 

thing ſhall be done or tranſacted but what ſhall be 

& for your intereſt, as well as for that of your hum 
oe ble ſervant, 


ah 


John Olmins.” 


In conſequence of this he, Pomeroy, ſet out Poſt. 


next morning, which was on Tus day, for Wey- 


mouth, and arrived there on Wedneſday, at nine in 
the morning; that he waited on Mr. Tucker, and 


found him and his Brother both together; he told 
them the particulars of the meſſage from Mr. Olmius, 


and he was anſwered by Mr. Tucker, that a propo- 
ſal of that kind was abſolutely too late, that his 


word and honour was engaged, and he would not go 
from it for any e eee he further ſaid, that 
Mr. Tucker aſked him, if he had brought any letter 
from Sir Robert Walpole, to which he ſaid, no; 
he further ſaid, that Mr. Morgan and Mr. Gunius 
had often told him, that if Mr. Tucker and his 


friends refuſed to agree with Mr. Olmius, and join 


their intereſt to his, it would be the total ruin of Mr. 


Tucker and his brother, and the Overthrow of the 


charter. 


John Olmius, Eſq; being again 3 and: 


not recollecting ſeveral things which had been 


mentioned by Mr. Pomeroy, Mr. Pomeroy was 
called in, and he repcated che ſame evidence which 
*. had before given, and tlie minutes taken by the 


clerk, 


to any body but thoſe to whom he is ſent, there- 
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clerk, of that evidence, were alſo read in the pre- 


ſence of Mr. Olmius, who then recollecting himſelf, 
confirmed the ſame, and further ſaid, that he di.! 
communicate to Sir Robert Walpole his intention to 


ſend a meſſage to Mr. Tucker; that he told him he 
had got Mr. Pomeroy, who was a relation of Mr. 
Tucker's, to go down to uſe his intereſt with him ; 


that Sir Robert ſaid, by all means do; that he told 
Sir Robert Walpole, that if Mr. Tucker came to 
town in conſequence thereof, his (Sir Robert's) aſ- 


| ſtance would be neceſſary for the replacing of Mr. 
Tucker's friends, that Sir Robert Walpole ſaid, it 


was a very good thought, that he would do eve 


thing that lay in his power to ſerve him and his 


friends, and that this was the ſubſtance of what 
paſſed between them. 
The Rev. Mr. John Morgan being examined, 


and not readily recollecting ſome circumſtances men- 
tioned by Mr. Pomeroy, he was ordered to attend 
the committee, with Mr. Pomeroy, who then re- 
peating what he Pomeroy) formerly ſaid on his ex- 
_ amination, Mr. Morgan did then agree, that the 
principal part of what he, Pomeroy, aſſerted to have 


paled between them, was true. 

And further and particularly ſaid, that Sir R Robert 
Walpole did write a letter in his pre ſencc to cne of 
the commiſſioners of the Navy, for leave for Pome- 


roy to be abſent, which letter, ne, Morgan, carricd 
to Sir Jacob Acworth. 


To ſuch notorious attacks as th: 5 upon the free 


dom ofelections, your committee apprehend are owing 
the great and poſſibly unwarrantable cxpences that 


particular perſons may have been drove to engage 


in; ſome expences the laws allow, by regulating the 
manner of them, and thoſe who engage in illicit 


expences, are ſubject to heavy penal laws; but there 


are none particularly adapted to the caſe of a mini- 
ſter, who clandeſtinely employs the money of the 


publick, and the whole power and profitable em- 
ployments 


— — ———K—à d —m—?—rH— 


(30) 


ployments that attend the collecting and dif poſing of 
it, againſt the people, and by his profuſion and cri- 
minal diſtribution of offices, in ſome meaſure juſtifies 
the expence that particular perſons are obliged to be 


at; by making it neceſſary to the prefervation of 
all that's valuable to a free nation : For 1n that caſe 


the conteſt is plain and viſible ; it is, whether the 


commons ſhall retain the third ſtate in their own 
hands, whilſt this whole diſpute is carried on at the 


expence of the people, and on the fide of the mi- 
niſter, out of the money granted, to ſupport and 


ſecure the conſtitutional independency of the three 
branches of the legiſlature. g 
This method of corruption is as ſure, and there- 
fore your committee apprehends as criminal a way 
of ſubverting the conſtitution as by an armed force; 
it is a crime productive of a total deſtruction of 
the very being of this government, and is ſo high 
and unnatural, that nothing but the powers of par- 
liament can reach 3 it, and as it can never meet with _ 
Parliamentary animadverſion but when it is unſucceſ;- 
ful, it muſt ſeek for its ſecurity in the extent and 
efficacy of the miſchief it produces; and therefore 
your committee apprehend it is the more neceſſary 


for your conſideration, while its wants of ſucceſs yet 


leaves an opportunity to preſerve and maintain your 


Independency for the future, 


Your committee now proceed to lay before you = 
the conduct of the Earl of Orford, with relation to 
the quantity and the manner of iſſuing and receiving, 
that part of the public money granted for the ſup- 


dort of the civil government, which has been em- 
ployed in what is commonly called ſecret ſervices. 


Your committee having been informed, that this” 
money had been iſſued under three differcnt deno- 
minations called for on account hereunto annexed, 
(No. 10) of all the ſums iſſued for ſecret ſervice, 
or for his majeſty s immediate or ſpecial ſervice, 


ns I uucd to his macſty s privy purſe ex- 
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cepted) or to re- imburſe expences, during the laſt 
ten years, in which Robert Earl of Orford was firſt 
commiſſioner of the treaſury, Sc. and this account 
having been laid before them from the auditor of 
the exchequer's office, there appeared to be iſſued 
under theſe three heads, only including the annual 
ſum of 30oo J. paid to each of the Secretaries of 
ſtate for ſecret ſervice, the ſum of 1,453,400 l. 
G = 5. | 
The iſſuing ſuch an immenſe part of the money 
given for the ſupport of the civil government, to 
theſe particular uſes, during a time of profound 
tranquility, till the late rupture with Spain, greatly 
alarmed your committee, and put them upon ex- 
amining what ſums had been iſſued for the ſame 
ſervices in a former period of the like number of 
years; and your committee beg leave to repreſent 
to you, that exorbitant as the ſum may ſeem, they 
would have ſuppreſſed this part of their report, if 
by the compariſon they had entered upon, they 
could any ways have reconciled their ſilence upon 
this head, to their duty to this houſe and the nati- 
on; and your committee hope, that the period they 
have pitched upon will evince the truth of this 
intention, as it comprehends a general and moſt _ 
expenſive war abroad, a demiſe of the Crown, the 
happy eſtabliſhment of the preſent royal family up- 
on the throne, and an open and dangerous rebellion 
at home; in ſhort, every event that can happen to 
juſtify extraordinary expences in carrying on the 
"© buſineſs of government; and it is not eaſy to expreſs 
the ſurprize of your committee, when they found 
buy an account which is annexed, (No. 11.) that 
from the firſt of Auguſt 1707. to the firſt of Auguſt 
1717, there was iſſued under the aforeſaid heads, 
nao more than the ſum of 33, 960 J. 45. 5d. 4. * 
Tour committee obſerving that the Sollicitors of 
the Treaſury for the time being are the only perſons 
to whom any of thoſe ſums have been iſſued that 


I 
| 4 
3 
1 
1 
3 


9 
2 
| 
| 
| 


„ 
5 
7 
) 


9+ 
* #x'v 
54 
« 


(32) 


are accountable for the ſame; and there having been 


iſſued to Mr. Paxton, the preſent ſollicitor, 68,800 /. 


in the laſt ten years, in which the Earl of Orford = 


was firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury ; and the fum 


of 58,5161]. 25. 10d. to Mr. Borret and Mr. 
Catchrode, ſucceſſively ſollicitors, between the firft 
of Auguſt, :707, and the firſt of Auguſt, 1717 ; 
theſe ſums ſubſtracted from their reſpective totals, 
the remainders will be 1, 384, 60 J. 6 s. 34. iſſued 
for ſecret ſervices during the laſt ten years; and 
279,444 J. 15. 7 d. 5. iſſued for the like ſervices 


from the year 1707, to the year 1717. by which it 


app*ars, that the ſum expended on theſe ſervices 
during the laſt ten years, amounts to near five times 
as much as what was expended for the ſame ſervices 
in the ten ycars ending the firſt of Auguſt 17 17. 
And your committce cannot fee that any exigency 
of affairs, any diminution of the national debt, or 
acceſſion of wealth to the nation, has happened o 
juſtfy ſucn Þ rofuſion. 


And tho your committee very well apprehended 


that no form of governnz. ut can ſubſiſt, without a 
power of empioyir g publick money, for ſervices 


which are from their nature {=cret, and ought always 


to remain ſo. Yet when ſuch exorbitant ſums are 


iſſued for thoſe ſervices, as by paſſing through the 


you, in all the lights which the very imperfect evi- 


_ dence they have been able to procure, can throw 
upon this nice and dangerous branch of ſervice. 


| Your committee now proceed to lay before you 


the proofs that the money iſſued under the three 
heads of ſecret ſervice, of ſpecial ſervice, and to re- 


imburſe expences, were underſtood to mean one and 


the ſame thing. 

Chriſtopher Tilſon, Eſq; a clerk of the treaſury, 

and who came into that office in the year 1684, 
| fad JF 


hands of a miniſter may become dangerous ro the 
| liberties of the people, your commmittee thought 
_ themſelves indiſpenſably abliged to lay it before 
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ſaid on his examination, that he looked on all theſe 


monies to be of the ſame nature, that they are all 


without account, except as to what relates to the 


ſollicitor of the treaſury, nor is there any entry in 
the treaſury of the application of any of theſe ſums 


of money. 


John Sheppard, a deputy-meſſenger of the treas 


ſury, who has received many large ſums under each 


of Teeſe three heads, being examined, ſaid, that 
ce the warrants upon which he. received the mone' 


* at the Exchequer, under any of theſe three heads, 


« whether in his own name, or in the names of 


z- <<. other perſons, | were all without account ; and that 


« he made no diſtinction, whether the orders were 


? 
” for ſpecial or ſecret ſervice, or to re· imburſe ex- 


6 ee, 
But your committee obſerve, that all the money 
iſſued under the head of ſecret ſervice is iſſued in 


the name of John Scrope, Eſq; ſecretary of the 


treaſury; but the orders for the ſums, which were 
iſſued under the head of ſpecial ſervice, or to re- 
imburſe expences, are payable to Mr. Lowther, Mr. 
Richards, and Mr. Sheppard, meſſengers of the 


Exchequer, and to a great variety of other names, 
for which ſums no receipts appear to have been 


given; but none of thoſe to whoſe names theſe or- 


ders are payable, under either of theſe three heads, 


appear to have any intereſt in the ſums thus iſſued. 
And your committee have the greateſt reaſon to 
believe, that many of the orders for this money 
were iſſued unknown to the perſons to whom they 
were made payable; for Mr. George Campbell, 


banker in the Strand, did on his examination before 
the committee declare, that he was deſired by the 


Farl of Ilay to go to the treaſury, and take up an 


order, which he would find there iſſued in his own 


name, and carry it to the Earl of Orford ; that he 


; accordingly went to the treaſury, where he received 
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from one of the clerks an order for the ſum ol 
2231 J. 45. 6 d. for ſpecial ſervice; that he carried 
this order to the Earl of Orford, and indorſed it, 
and then the ſaid earl deſired the examinant to leave 
it for him at the treaſury; that he accordingly did 
leave it at the treaſury with Mr. Chriſt. Lowe, one 
of the clerks; that being at the treaſury about ſome 
other affairs in February laſt, he accidentally ſaw 
an order that was made out in his name for a ſum 
of money, which he believes had been ſigned two 
or three days before; but that he had no notice from 
the Earl of Ilay, or any other perſon, that ſuch a an 
order would be made out in his name. 
And Mr. Abraham Farley being examined, in re- 
Jacion to an order in his name for 12007. ſaid, that 
about the month of January, 1736, Mr. Lawton 
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told him there was an order made out in his name, 1 


and bid him go and receive it ; that he did receive 
it, but not for his own uſe, for he paid it over im- 
mediately to Mr. Lawton; and that he did not 
know what Lawton did with i it, nor did he, Farley, 
know that any ſuch order was made out, till Mr. 
| Lawton told him of it, and ſent him to receive it. 
And Mr. Edward Bryant, formerly under door- 
keeper to the treaſury, and now meſſenger, being 
examined before the committee in relation to two 
orders, one for 29617. 6 5. 8d. and the other for 
2700 J. which were iſſued in his name, ſaid, © that 
« Mr. Tilſon called him to indorſe thoſe orders, 
« which he accordingly did, and then gave them to 
Mr. Tilſon; and that this is all that he knew _ 
« about it, for he never did receive the money for 
$ theſe, or for any other orders at the Exchequer, 
© nor does he know who did.” — 
And your committee alſo obſerve, that there have 
been a great number of other orders, which do not 
appear to have been communicated to the perſons 
whoſe names were made uſe of therein, (if any 


ſuch PO chers were) altho their names were in, 
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dorſed on the back of the reſpective orders, ag 


having received the amount of the ſums therein 


ſpecified, for a liſt of perſons in whoſe names money 

| was iſſued during the term of the enquiry laying 
before the committee; many of theſe names were 
read over, a liſt of which is annexed, (No. 12.) ta 


Mr. Tilſon, Mr. Fane, and Mr. Sheppard, and they 


all declared they knew no ſuch perſons, tho* Mr. 
Sheppard in particular had received money on ma- 
ny of thoſe orders; and ſaid, he has wondered he 
never ſaw the perſons who indorſed for large Sums; 


and tho? neither Mr. Tilſon, Mr. Fane, nor Mr. 


Sheppard knew who theſe orders were indorſed by, 
yet Mr. Fane ſaid, that ſuch orders, where the 


perſons were not known, have been ſometimes taken 


away by the Earl of Orford, and other lords of the 
treaſury, to be indorſed, and that they have often 
Deen ſent away to be indorſed; and when they were 
thus ſent, it was generally to the Earl of Orford. 
In the next place your committee lay before you, 
That tho' they have the greateſt reaſon to believe, 
that the whole Sum of 1, 384, 600 J. 6 s. 3 d. (ex- 


cepting the annual allowance to the ſecretaries of 


| ſtate for ſecret ſervice) was under the ſole direction 
and diſpoſition of the Earl of Orford ; yet, in order 
to proceed with the utmoſt care and caution, they 


think it becomes them to diſtinguiſh to the houſe, | 
thoſe ſums which they can trace into the hands of 
particular perſons, from thoſe which were evidently 


| lodged with the faid carl, or with Mr. Scrope, ſe- 
Cretary to the treaſury, and which your committee 


have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe, from collateral 
proofs, (having not been able to obtain the direct 


00) were delivered over by Mr. Scrope to the ſaid 
can: 


[ And they begin with Mr. Lowther, to whom the 


ſum of 177,610 J. 11s. 6 d. has been iſſued within 


f che term of the enquiry, which has been diſpoſed of 
Dy him from time to time, purſuant to minutes of 
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the treaſury, and he has paid in that interval no leſs 
a ſum than 50077 J. 18 5. to authors and printers of 


news. papers, ſuch as Free Hrilous, Daily-Conrants, 


Perſuaſives to Candour and Impariiality, Corn-Cuiters 
Journals, Gazetteers, and other political papers, as 
appears by the appendix, (No. 13.) And your 
committee leave it to the judgment of the houſe, 
whether this particular ſum was leſs under the di- 
rection of the Earl of Orford, than if it had paſſed 

thro” his own hans _ 
The next ſum to be ranged under this head, is a 
| ſum of 30,119 J. 4 5. which has been paid to Mr. 


Middleton, banker in the Strand, on the Earl of 


Hay's account, being 27769 J. 4s. iſſued in his 
own name, and 2350 J. paid him by Sheppard; 
Mr. Middleton, being examined, ſaid, that all the 
ſums iſſued in his own name, and what was paid 
him by Sheppard, were received by him on the 
Earl of Ilay's account, out of which about 1500 J. 
was paid for fees; that the Earl of Ilay has kept 
caſh with him for ſeveral years, and that he keeps 

no account of theſe ſums of money, diftin& from 
his general caſh-account with the Earl of Ilay ; and 
that theſe ſums were drawn out of his hands in the 
fame manner with the reſt of the Earl of Ilay's 
private money; that perhaps 5 or 6000 J. per 
annum, of Lord Ilay's money may have paſſed thro? 
this examinant's hands; that this examinant cannot 


charge his memory, that any large ſums were drawn 
out at any time, except for purchaſes, and buying 


of India bends ; nor has this examinant remitted any 


money into Scotland for Lord Ilay, nor does he re- 
member that Lord Ilay has drawn on him from 
Scotland for more than one ſum, which was about 


400 . payable to a merchant; nor did any perſons 
come to him for money, according to the beſt of 


his memory, but ſervants and tradeſmen. 
In the next place, your committee lay before you 


which 


Y 


an account of a ſym iſſued for his majeſty's ſervice, 
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which tho” in itſelf not conſiderable enough to de- 


ſerve the attention of the houſe, yet it is accompa- 
nied with ſuch circumſtances as make it their indiſ- 


penſable duty to take particular notice of it, 
For Mr. John Lever, high-bailiff of the city of 

Weſtminſter, having incurred the diſpleaſure of this 

| houſe by acting at the general election, in an illegal 
and arbitrary manner, in prejudice of the rights and 
| liberties of the electors of the ſaid city, and in ma- 

nifeſt violation of the freedom of elections, and 

being in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending 

this houſe, for the ſaid offence; your committee 
find that 1500 J. iſſued under the head of money to 
reimburſe expences for his majeſty's ſervice, was, 


during his being in cuſtody, applied to the uſe of > 


the ſaid Lever; for John Sheppard ſaid, that Mr. 
Scrope ſent for him, and pulled out of his pocket 


an order for 15001. which was in his, Sheppard's 
name, and told him he muſt carry it to Sir Charles 


Wager, and indorſe it, and leave it with Sir Charles; 
that he went accordingly to Sir Charles, took the 
order of him again, paſs'd it as uſual, and received 


the money, and delivered the 1500 /. net money 


into Sir Charles's own hands. And Francis Gafhry, 
_ Eſq; a member of this houſe being examined, ſaid, 
that Sir Charles Wager told him, that he was in 
expectation of getting ſome money for Mr. Lever 


the high-bailiff of Weſtminſter, and when he 


_. . (Gaſhry) one day returned from the navy-board, Sir 
Charles told him, that in his abſence 1500 /. had 
been brought him by one of the treaſury, and Sir 
Charles deſired him to take the money and pay it to 
Mr. Lever, and that he received the 1500 J. from 
Sir Charles, the 2d of January laſt, and has ſince 
paid it to the uſe of the ſaid Lever, as will more 
fully appear by his examination hereunto annexed, 
(No. 14.) | ON 55 


Beſides theſe ſums, there are two other ſums of 


428 J. 125, and. 2110 J. 135. to be added to this 


account, 


(38) e 
account, iſſued to Mr. Leheup, which he ſaid werd 
to anſwer bills drawn from abroad: Theſe ſums al- 
ready mentioned, together with the money iſſued 
to the ſecretaries of State for ſecret ſervice, are all 
the money which your committee has been able to 
trace into the Hands of particular perſons, and 
amount in the whole to the ſum of 271,769 J. os. 
6 d. and this being taken from the ſum of 
1, 384, 600 J. 65. 3 d. the whole iſſued under the 
three heads for ſecret ſervice, there remains the ſum 
of 1,112,831 J. 55. 9 d. which ſum your com- 
- mittee conceive they have traced more immediately 
into the hands of the Earl of Orford, or Mr. Scrope, 
nànd do now proceed to lay the proofs thereof before 
you, as alſo the circumſtances which induced them 
to believe, that whatever ſums were paid into the 
hands of Mr. Scrope, were by him paid over to the 
Earl of Orford. ae es 55 
I) be firſt obſerve that this laſt ſum of 1,112,831 J. 
55. 9 d. hath either been iſſued under the head of 
ſecret ſervice in the name of Mr. Scrope, or under 
the heads of ſpecial ſervice and to reimburſe expences 
in the names of Richards, Sheppard, and others, the 
greateſt part of which hath been received at the Ex- 


i c6h)equer by Sheppard, or by his predeceſſor Richards. 


> 


For John Sheppard being examined, ſaid, that 
he has received at the Exchequer ſeveral ſums of 
money by orders made out in his own name, and 
other ſums by orders made out in the names of per- 


ſons unknown to him, and that he has generally 


received the ſecret ſervice-money, which is in Mr. 

Scrope's name ; that the orders for theſe ſums were 
generally given to him by Mr. Fane, or Mr. Scrope, 

and ſometimes by Mr. Tilſon, or an under clerk, 
but chiefly by Mr. Fane, and that he uſually repaid 

the money when he had received it, to thoſe from 
whom he had received the order, unleſs they parti- 
cularly directed him to pay it to other perſons, and 
that all his warrants were without account, and ie 
1 <2 ma 
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kept no Wen nor be he recollect the particu- 
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made no diſtinction whether the orders were in his 
| own name or Mr. Scrope's, or in unknown names, 
nor whether for ſpecial or ſecret ſervice, or to re- 
imburſe expences ; that he has ſometimes paid money 
which he has thus received, to the Earl of Orford, 
and this has ſometimes been the ſecret ſervice: 
money which is in Mr. Scrope's name, amounting 
to 5, 6, y, or 8000 J. at a time; that he has paid 
him likewiſe money that was iſſued in his (Shep- 
pard's) name, but that he has not made theſe pay- 
ments often, and that what he had been employ'd 
in had been formerly done by Mr. Richards, but | 
when he died it was put on him (Sheppard.) 2 
Mr. Tilfon being examined, ſaid, that he has had 
ſecret ſervice-money brought to him, but that he 
never did receive any money at the Exchequer him- 
elf, Sheppard always brought it to him; that he 
| has always delivered all monies he has received, 15 
whether for ſecret ſervice, ſpecial ſervice, or to re- 
imburſe expences, to Mr. Fane, Mr. Scrope, or 
the Earl of Orford; that he has to be ſure paid 
very conſiderable ſums of ſecret ſervice- money to 
the Earl of Orford, but has no way of aſcertaining 
by book what he has paid, the tranſition was ſo quick. 
Henry Fane, Eſq; a clerk of the treaſury, ſaid, 
that he has received verbal orders from the Earl of 
' Orford to prepare warrants for the king ta ſign, | 
and to bring him the ſaid earl, the money; that 
ſums of money for ſecret ſervice have been fre- 
quently put into his hands, which were ſometimes 
brought him by a meſſenger, and that he delivered 
this money either to the Earl of Orford himſelf, or ta 
Mr. Scrope, to carry. it to the ſaid earl; that when 


he gave it to Mr. Scrope, it was for him to carry to 


the Earl of Orford, and he believes all ſuch ſums 


came into the ſaid carl s hands, except ſome trifling 
ſums of 40 or 50/7. which he has paid to others; 
that he has paid many ſums to the ſaid earl, bus 


— 


nh 
it; 


lar ſums he has thus 
ceived and 
affairs was by the ſaid Ear! of Orford's directions, 
either from himſelf, or ſignified to him by Mr. 
Scrope; and he does not know that any other 
lord of the treaſury has ever given him directions 
for either receiving or paying any ſecret ſervice- 
money. And he further ſaid, that the orders he 
has received to prepare warrants upon the three 
heads of ſecret ſervice, ſpecial ſervice, or to reim- 


they were not in his own name 


(40 
paid; that what he thus re- 
paid, and what he has acted in theſe 


burſe expences for his majeſty's ſervice, have been 


either directly from Lord Orford himſelf, or from 
other perſons who ſignified to him that theſe orders 
were from Lord Orford. 


Your committee next obſerve, that the Gan iſſued 


in Mr. Scrope's name for ſecret ſervice during the 
time of the enquiry, amounts to 8 13, 8 191. 5 5. 2 d. 
and there has been iſſued in the name of Sheppard, 
within the ſame time, excluſive of what he paid to 
Mr. Middleton and Sir Charles Wager, the ſum of 


78,633 J. 14s. 2 d. and in the name of Richards 


45,546 J. 18 5. 6d. and out of 32 orders in various 
names, which the committee called for 26 of them, 
amounting to the ſum of 119, 211 J. 8 5. 4 d. appear 
to have been received by Sheppard; for he ſaid 


he always ſigned them on the back as a witneſs, when 
: theſe ſums, thus iſ- 
ſued in the names of Mr. Scrope, Sheppard, Richards, 
and of other perſons received bySheppard, amount in 


the whole to 1,059,211 J. 65. 24 and this ſum 
your committee think they have traced into the 

hands of the Earl of Orford, or Mr. Scrope, who, 
Nr. Fane believes carried all he received to the ſaid 


Earl : there is ſtill wanting to make up the ſum of 
1, 112,831 J. 55. 94. the ſum of 53619 J. 195. 7d. 


and this laſt ſum hath been iſſued by orders, ſix of 
Which amounting to 23,650 J. were in names not 
known, and witneſſed by perſons belonging to the 
-- Treaſury, tho" not by Sheppard, and the remainder 
were 


I 
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were generally for ſuch ſmall ſums, that your com- 


mittee did not think it neceſſary to enter into a more 
Minute examination about them. 


It further appears to your committee, that beſides 


the ſum of 1, 453,400 J. 65. 3 d. already mentioned, 


there has been paid in the ten years preceding the 
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Toth of February laſt, the ſum of 45,6757. without 


account, to the ſecretary of the poſt-office for the 


time being, as by an account hereunto annexed, (No 
15.) by Virtue of a warrant from the treaſury, and 


this for a ſervice formerly inconſiderable. Your com- 
mittee find by papers laid before them, that the firſt 


= payment of this kind was in the Year 1718. and a- 
mounted to 446 J. 2 5s. and the ſucceeding payments 


for ſome years were about 750 J. per Annum; from 


whence it has gradually increaſed to 4700/7. the pre- 
ſent annual allowance; and the preſent ſecre- 
tary, John David Barbutt, Eſq; being examined 
as to this allowance, ſaid, that the greateſt 


part of this money is for the defraying the expence 


of a private office for the inſpecting foreign corre- 
ſpondence, that he cannot ſay as to the firſt eſtabliſn- 
ment of this office, having been but three years and an 


half in the poſt-office ; but he apprehends there was 
always an office of this kind, and that it was defray- 


ed formerly by the ſecretaries of ſtate. The eſta- 


bliſhments in this office ſeemed ſo extraordinary to 
your committee, that they have added the Particulars, 
as contained in the examination of Mr. Barbutt, here- 

unto annex'd (No 16.) Your committee cannot but 
obſerve that this method of giving warrants for 


money without account on the offices, where any 


part of the civil liſt revenue is received, is highly ir- 


regular, as it tends to diſguiſe the ſums iflued for 


ſecret ſervice, and may conceal the Amount of the 
revenue itſelf ; for if the ſums paid by ſuch warrants 
are deducted from the receipt of the revenue, before 
it is accounted for, and the ballance only paid into 


the exchequer, the revenue muſt appear to be leſs by 


; - 


ſo much as the Deductions amount to. 


(42) 
Your committee now proceed to lay before you the 
laſt tranſaction of the Earl of Orford, as firſt com- 
miſſioner of the treaſury, by which it will appear, 
that beſides the vaſt ſums they have already mention- 
ed, he not only exhauſted the remains of publick 
treaſure, which his former profuſion had left in the 


Exchequer, but even preſumed to anticipate the re- 


venues of his majeſiy's civil liſt for a conſiderable ſum, 
and by altering the regular courſe of the Exchequer 
payments, did avail himſelf of that anticipation, 

and got a large ſum of money into his own hands, 
diſguiſed under three different orders ; for, on the 


9th of Feb. laſt, which was but two days before he 


quitted his employments, orders were ſigned by him 
for the payment of 23,0417. 7 5. 6d. for ſecret ſer- 


vice, and to reimburſe expences ; beſides two other 
orders payable out of the civil-liſt revenues, which 
he ſigned on the ſame day for 5047 J. 165. 34.5 there 
being then other orders on the ſaid revenues ſtand- 


ing out and uncomplied with, for the ſum of 1368 l. 


Ys, 2d. amounting in the whole to the ſum of 30,257. 


125. 114.5 notwithſtanding that on that day there 


was but 14,2841. 17 . 04.5 in the Exchequer, appli- 


cable to the uſes of his majeſty s civil government, 


as appeared to your Committee by a ſtate laid before 


them of the caſh of the civil-liſt revenues on that day; 
and in order to ſhew the irregularities of which the 
ſaid Earl was guilty in the courſe of this affair, it is 
neceſſary to lay before the houſe an account of the ir- 
regular courſe of payment at the Exchequer. 
John Sheppard being examined, ſaid, that the 

_ courſe of receiving money in the Exchequer i ts this; 
* the king iſſues his ſign-manual for a certain ſum, 
© which is counter-ſigned by the lords of the trea- 
ac ſury, and thereon the lords of the treaſury direct 
A warrant ſigned by them to the auditor of the 


* Exchequer, who on the receipt of it, makes out 


&* an order ſignifying, that order is taken that pay- 
ment ſhall be made: this * is ſent to the wy 
4 ury 
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and ſigned by the lords, and then one of 


<« the ſecretaries of the treaſury ſigns a letter to the 
« auditor, directing the money to be iſſued when 


cc 


cc 
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the before mentioned ſign- manual, warrant, and 
order, are produced; that theſe inſtruments to- 


gether with the letter, are carried to the auditor, 


 &. who directs the payment of the order to one of 
< the tellers, and then ſends it to the clerk of the 
cc 
i 


pells, in -order to its being recorded, but kee 
the ſign- manual and the warrant till the next 


morning, when upon applying to him, he deli- 
vers them up to the perſon who is to receive the 


money, who carries them to the clerk of the 


pells, where they are compared with the order, 


and then the clerk of the pells writes upon the 


order, under the auditor's direction, recorded ſuch 


a day; then the order being carried to the tellers, 
the money is paid. 


get into his own hands. 
ſum was received, 


rants iſſued in the name of Mr. Scrope, for ſecret 


By this it appears, that according to the regular 


courſe of the Exchequer, there muſt be many ſteps 
' thro? the different offices between the iſſuing of the 

warrant and the receipt of the money from the tellers, 
which were not obſerved in the caſe of the ſum 


gth of Feb. 


which the earl of Orford did, on the 


For it appears that this 
in conſequence of two war- 


ſervice ; one for 84427. and the other for 596097. 
and one other warrant iſſued in the name of Shep- 


pard, for ſpecial ſervice, for 30g0l. and was paid 


to the earl of Orford on the very day the warrants 
were ſigned by him the ſaid earl. 


by depoſiting the orders with the bank-officer, at 
the Exchequer, before they were properly directed 


This was effected 


by the auditor ; for Mr. Matthew Collet, the prin- 


cipal bank-clerk, who attends at the Exchequer be- 


ing examined, ſaid, that he paid the money for 
<« thoſe orders to Mr. Fane, on Tueſday the gth 
* f Feb.” laſt ; that the orders were not directed 


& by 
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« by the auditor till the 11th of Feb. following, 
& and he did not receive the fums for thoſe orders 


at the Exchequer, till the 17th. and Mr. Fane 
& being examined, ſaid, that he received, on the 


« gth of Feb. laſt, the three ſums of 8442 L. of 


& 59691, and 3050 J. as ſecret ſervice- money; that 
it was from the bank-officer that he received this 


* money, and left the orders with him; and that 
0 


he paid them altogether in one payment to the 


« Earl of Orford, in his cloſet, at his houſe in Down- 
© ing-ſtreet ; that he took his Directions from the 
„ ſaid earl, to prepare the warrants for theſe three 

e ſums, and was at the ſame time ordered to bring 


ec the money to him. And being again further ex- 


« amined, faid, that on the Thurſday preceding the 
« earl of Orford's reſignation of his employment, 
ordered Mr. 

8 Fane to draw a warrant for a penſion of 4000 

* per ann. to lord Orford, during the joint lives of 

t the king and of the earl, which he accordingly 
« did, and gave it to Mr. Scrope, who returned 
« it him on the next day, and ſaid the Earl of Orford 


% being the 4th of Feb. Mr. Scrope 


<« had peruſed it, and approved of it, with ſome im- 


material alterations ; and when it was wrote over 
* fair, Mr. Scrope took it again, and as Mr. Fane 


believes, left it with the earl of Orford.” 
It appears to your committee, that one of the other 


orders ſigned by the ſaid Earl, on the gth of Feb. 


was for 2000/7. payable to major Forth, we” the 


head of reimburſing expences for his ay 8 
lervice. 


And major Forth being examined, faid, © that 


_* he advanced a ſum of money to the Duke of 
„ Bolton, for Which he was to receive 7000 l. at 


„ 10001, each half year, and that the Duke drew 


462 bill directed to Sir Robert Walpole, which run 


% thus; 


« I defire you will pay to major Forth 
** 10007, or his order, every half year, for three 


1 « years 


Y _ | 


the ſame day, between the hours of 11 and 1. 


ſec 
{er 
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L « years and a half, to commence from Lady. day 
f 2 laſt, value received, the 16th of May, 1738, 
That Sir Robert Walpole verbally accepted this 
« pill, but would not endorſe it; that he has re- 
< ceived 5oo0l. at five different payments from 


* 


Sir Robert Walpole's own Hands, in bank notes; 
* and that Lord Orford told him, about the oth 
« Feb. laſt, that a warrant was ſigned for the 
C 20007. unpaid, which was the firſt order that had 
e paſſed thro? the treaſury.” 

Your committee being farther deſirous to lem 


„ 


. themſelves in what manner the vaſt ſums iſſued for 


ſecret ſervice were accounted for to his majeſty, 
ſent for Mr, Tilſon, who being examined, ſaid, 


„That when his majeſty ſigned a ſign- manual for 
the paying of any ſums of money to Mr. Scrope 
* for ſecret iervice, he alſo ſigned at the fame time 


<« a receipt to Mr. Scrope for the ſame ſum, but that 
there was always a blank left for the date, and 


©. thedates are at the fame time put in at the trea- 


* ſury, to the warrant, the order, the ſign-manual, 
4 


KN 


and the king's receipt; and this is uſually done 


“ by the entering- clerk, who wrote the ſign-manual, 


ce that it may all appear in the ſame hand; that 


„ the date of the receipt is always made the ſame as 


„the date of the order:“ And he produced to 
your committee a paper, the copy whereof | is here in- 


g ſerted, and is as follows; 


« George R. 

We acknowledge to have received of our truſ- 
* ty and well- beloved John Scrope, Eſq; the ſum 
of 59697. being the ſame ſam, which, in pur- 
ſuance of an order, bearing date this day, was 
iſſued to him at the reccipt of our Exchequer, for 
our ſecret ſervice; given at our court of St. 
James's, the ↄth day of February, 1741, in the 
fifteenth year of our reign, Examined, Orford, 

e . 
: And 
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And your commitee being informed that the pa- 


r delivcied by Mr. Tilſon was the hand-writing of 
Ir. Thomas Wilkin, ſent for him, and he being examin- 


ed, ſaid, that the ſaid paper was his hand-writing, and 


was by him copied from a paper delivered to him by 
Mr. Tillon, and which he believed was an original; 
that he has never ſeen the king write, but he has 
ſeen many ſign- manuals, and he thinks there was the 
fame hand to that paper; 


the Earl of Orford write, but what was to the paper 


he copied, was like what he had ſeen for the Earl of 
that he believes the copy he made 


Orford's hand; 
was not examined, but he copied it exactly, word 
for word, and took the ſums and dates ee ad 


believes it was a true copy, 

Your committee cannot but obſerve, that this re- 
ceipt is for one of thoſe very ſums which Mr. Fane 
received by anticipation of the bank officer, the th 
of February, and which was not really iſſued at the 


receipt of the Exchequer, till the 17th of February, 


and never went into the hands of Mr, Scrope, but 


was immediately carried to Lord Orford. 
Your committee was at a loſs to know what was 


meant by thoſe words, Examined, Orford, it being 
impoſſible ro mean the witnefling to his majeſty's 
receipt of it from Mr. Scrope on that day, for Mr. 
Scrope never had the mor ey, and therefore could 
not pay it into his majeſty's hands, as that would 


imply; nor have your committee been able to in- 


form themſelves whether or no this is conformable 
co any antient and regular way of diſcharging perſons 
for the receipt of ſuch ſums, or a modern invention. 


And in order to clear up this, and other matters 


of far greater importance, your committee applied 
to the houſe for leave to examine John Scrope, Eſqz 
in conſequence whereof he did attend on the 4th of 

June inſtant, when he did acquaint the committee; 
that he had read the oath, and found it to be a 
firong one, and deſired the 0 opinion of the com- 


mitteg 


that he has never ſcen 
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mittee how he was to behave; that if they intend. 


ed to examine him about the ſecret- ſervice money, 
he doubted he could not anſwer without ha- 
ving his majeſty's leave, and he ſaid he was tender 
of doing any thing which might leave a ſtain on his 
character, tho' he believes he can give no informa- 
tion to the committee more than what they have 
already got, and then he withdrew; then Mr. Scrope 
Wuas again called in, and the chairman informed him, 
that the committee had conſidered of what he had ſaid, 


and he was directed to acquaint him, that they did not 


think themſelves to be in a ſituation to direct or adviſe in 
the affair; but the committee deſired to know whether 
he would ſubmit to take the oath or not; to which 
Mr. Scrope anſwered, I hope you will give me 
time to conſider of it, as being a matter of great 
conſequence, and then he withdrew ; upon which 
the committee appointed him to attend on the 14th 
of this inſtant June, on which day he did accord- 
ingly attend; and your committee being informed 
that he deſired to ſpeak with the chairmen and the 
committee, he was called in, and aſked what he had 
to.lay, 9 8 e | 


Whereupon Mr. Scrope ſaid, that he was ex- 


tremely ſorry that he ſhould give the committee ſo 


much trouble ; for he did aſſure them that his re- 


fuſal was not premeditated; for he came the other 
day 
doubts if he ſhould anſwer, in what related to ſe- 
cret ſervice- money, and thought he might have made 


reſolved to take the oath, tho* he had then 


his objections, when he was examined, to it, and 


| accordingly began to take the oath, but when he 
came to the general words, he found them to be ſo 


ſtrong and general, that he doubted if he ſhould not 
be guilty of perjury if he ſhould take the oath, and 


not anſwer. 


That he had improved the time the committee 
had been fo kind to give him, and had conſulted the 


ableſt lawyers and, divines, and they have made his 


ſeru· 
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feruples fironger; and chat he did not do it to 05. 
ſtruct the inquiry, but could not, as an honeſt man, 
and with a ſafe conſcience, take the oath; that he 
bad laid his caſe before the king, and was authorized 
to ſay, * That the diſpoſal of the money iſſued fot 
4 ſecret ſervice, by the nature of it, requires the 
% utmoſt ſecreſy, and is accounted for to his ma- 
« jeſty only; and therefore his majeſty could not 
permit him to diſcloſe any thing on that ſub- 
. 
Thar. he had well confidered with himſelf, and 
conſulted other perſons, and thinks he ſhould be 
criminal if he took a general oath, when there 
were particular queſtions which he did not intend 
to anſwer; that he hoped he ſhould not incur the 
diſpleaſure of the committee, for it the oath was 
confined, he was ready to be examined, 
Which behaviour of Mr. Scrope, greatly ſur- 
priz?d y our committee, confidering the information 
they bad received from the many papers relating to 
the ſecret ſervice, which had been laid before them, 
and from the examinations of the mæſiengers and the 
moſt knowing and active clerks in the office where 
he is ſecretary. 
© Mr. Scrope having thus refuſed to anſwer to this 
material part of this enquiry, your committee beg 
leave to obſerve, that thoſe ſums which are ſpecified 
fo be for ſecret ſervice, and which have always been 
iſſued in Mr. Scrope's Name, are the only money 
for which his majeſty gives a receipt, and may rhere- 


fore be all that the crown conceives to be iſſucd with- 


out account; for the ſpecious titles of ſpecial ſet- 
Mor and to reimburſe expences, ſeem, from the 
ry phraſe, to imply ſome account; and what is 
ined to the ſollicitor of the treaſury: under the head 
of reimburſing expences, is actually accounted, for, 
fo that his majeſty may poſſibly be led to believe 
that all the money iſſued under theſe heads, is Jes *] 
| counted for, as he gives no receipt for the ſame. A 1 "I 
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And thus it may happen, chat by the artifice of a 


miniſter ſuch ſums of money may be iſſued under the 
heads of ſpecial ſervices, and to reimburſe expences, 


as may endanger the publick Liberty, whilſt the 


crown may be ignorant of the ſame; and by attend 
ing only to what is ſpecified to be for ſecret ſervice, 
may believe that ſervice is kept within reaſonable 
nn 95 


Theſe are the moſt remarkable particulars that your 
committee think proper to lay before you relating 


to the head of ſecret ſervice, which, if it be confi 
dered either by compariſon, or by its conſequence; 
either by the ſum, or the manner of its iſſue and 
receipt, are equally exorbitant, dangerous, and de- 
ſtructive. 


If it be conſidered by the groſs compariſon, then 
it ſtands as above, as 1, 384, 600 J. 65. 34. to 


270, 444 l. 16. 745 If by deſcending into parti- 
culars then, it will appear that the two remarkable 
years 1733 and 1734, amount to 312, 128. 195. 
7 d. being conſiderably more than the total of the 
Whole ten years, from 1707, to 1717. 


And what 1s. moſt aſtoniſhing, the demands for 


ſecret ſervices in the ſix weeks immediately preced- 
ing the reſignation of the Earl of Orford, amount 
to more than the whole expence upon that head in the 
three years ending Auguſt 1710; and the draughts 
upon the exchequer for that uſe, in one day only, 
being the ↄth day of February laſt, (the laſt indeed. 
he ſat at the treaſury) amount to a greater ſum than 
was iſſued for that ſcrvice in any one of the fore- 
mentioned three years ſo glor 10 diftinguiſhed 
by repeated victories. 


And if the conſequences of this profuſion be con- 


ſidered, what can they be but the alteration. of a 


government which fo lately was ſupported in chat 


branch, for one hich part of the expence, upon the 


medium of the ten years. Your committee have in- 
formed you * the power, the influence the offices 
| D ok 
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: fcruples ftronger; and that he did not do it to ob. 
ſtruct the inquiry, but could not, as an honeſt man, 


and with a ſafe conſcience, take the oath; that he 


had laid his caſe before the king, and was authorized 
to ſay, ** That the diſpoſal of the money iſſued fot 
ce ſecret ſervice, by the nature of it, requires the 


<« utmoſt ſecreſy, and is accounted for to his ma- 


« jeſty only; and therefore his majeſty could not 


e permit him to diſcloſe any thing on that ſub- 
(c > yects 95 


That he had well confidered with himſelf, Hd 


_ conſulted other perſons, and thinks he ſhould be 
criminal if he took a general oath, when there 
were particular queſtions which he did not intend | 
to anfwer; that he hoped he ſhould not incur the 
diſpleaſure of the committee, for if the oath was 


confined, he was ready to be examined. 
Which behaviour of Mr. Scropc, greatly ſur- 


priz d your committee, conſidering the information 
they had received from the many papers relating to 


the ſccret ſervice, which had been laid before them, 
id from the examinations of the mæſſengers and the 


molt k. nowing and active clerks in the Office where 


he is {ecretary, 


Mr. Scrope having t zus refuſed to anſwer to this 
material part of this enquiry, your committee beg 
leave to obſerve, that thoſe ſums which are ſnectfied 
to be for ſecret ſervice, and which have always been 
iſſued in Mr. Scrope's Name, are the only Money 
for which his majeſty gives a receipt, and ma y there. 
fore be all that the crown conceives to be iſſun with. 


out account; for the ſpecious titles of ſpecial fer- 


vice, and to reimburſe expences, ſcem, from the 
very phraſe, to imply ſame account; and what is 
iſſued to the ſollicitor of the treaſury under the head 
of reimburſing expences, is actually accounted for, 
ſo that his majeſty may poſſibly be led to believe 
that all the money iſſued under theſe heads, is ac- 
counted for, as he gives no receipt for the ame. 


And 
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And thus it may happen, that by the artifice of a 


' miniſter ſuch ſums of money may be iſſued under the 
heads of ſpecial ſervices, and to reimburſe expences, 
as may endanger the publick Liberty, whilſt the 


crown may be ignorant of the fame ; and by attend- 


ing only to what is ſpecified to be for ſecret ſervice, 


may believe that ſervice is kept within reaſonable 


By bounds, 


Theſe are the moſt remarkable particulars that your 


committee think proper to lay before you relating 
to the head of ſecret ſervice, which, if it be conſi- 
dered either by compariſon, or by its conſequence; 
either by the ſum, or the manner of its iſſue and 
receipt, are equally exorbitant, dangerous, and de- 
ſtructive. 

If it be conſidered by the groſs compariſon, then 
it ſtands as above, as 1, 384, 600 J. 6s. 3 4. to 
270, 444“. 16. 74.5% If by deſcending into parti- 


culars then, it will appear that the two remarkable 
years 1733 and 1734, amount to 312, 128. 195. 


7 d. being conſiderably more than the total of the 
whole ten years, from 1707, to 1717. 


And what is moſt aſtoniſhing, the demands for 


g ſecret ſervices in the ſix weeks immediately preced- 
ing the refignation of the Earl of Orford, amount 
to more than the whole expence upon that head in the 
three years ending Auguſt 1710; and the draughts 

upon the exchequer for that uſe, in one day only, 

being the 9th day of February laſt, (the laſt indeed 

| he ſat at the treaſury) amount to a greater ſum than 
Vas iſſued for that ſervice in any one of the fore- 
mentioned three years ſo - gionoully” diſtinguiſhed 
by repeated victories. 
And if the conſequences of this profuſion be con · 
ſidered, what can they be but the alteration of a 


government which fo lately was ſupported in that 
branch, for one ſiſth part of the expence, upon the 


medium of the ten years. Your committee have in- 
formed you hoy the power, the influence the offices 
1 D WR | 


— 


ao OST —— 


vil government. 


«. 4 


( 50) 


ok the government have been employed by him, 


towards violating the freedom of your elections; 
and they apprehend that they have juſt grounds to 


ſuſpect, that part of theſe immenſe ſums have been 
expended for the ſame moſt pernicious purpoſes; and 

the rather, when they conſider from what queſtion 
the obſtinate filence of Paxton took its riſe ; as alſo 


what ſums have been given towards defraying the ex- 


pences of the new charter at Radnor, and to carry 
on the proſecutions at Colcheſter z as alſo the ſtrong 
Probability of the ſame practice being carried on with 
_ reſpect to the borough of Orford ; beſides, the re- 
markable ſum- to Lever, as a reward to a moſt un- 

zuſt returning-officer, cenſured by, and actually un- 
der the puniſhment of parliament, as a violater of the 


liberties of his country. 


Nor are the apprehenſions of your committee at 
all leſſened, when they conſider the manner of iſſu- 
ing, and receiving theſe great ſums; for here they 
find the regular courſe and order of the exchequer 
was on the ninth of February laſt overturned, by 


pawning the orders to a bank- man for immediate 


payment, by which means the Earl of Orford got 
17,461 J. into his own hands, one of the laſt days he 
remained in the treaſury, which was diſguiſed in 


three warrants, and was much more than there actuall 


was in the exchequer applicable to the uſes of the ci- 


They alſo find the ſums iſſued under the two heads 


of ſpecial ſervices, and to reimburſe expences for his 
majeſty's ſervice, tho? they ſeem to imply open and 
deteminate . uſes, yet they are iſſued without receipt 
from his majeſty, as well as without account, except 
what relates to the ſollicitors of the treaſury, ſo 
that it is poſſible that the ſums under theſe two 
heads. amounting to go8,9817., 15s. 1d. may be 
jiſſued and employed for uſes, which the crown itſelf 

may look upon as no ways making part of the ar- 
ticle of ſecret ſervice ; and if a profuſe and deſign- 


ing 


— a — qzñꝛſꝛaa2!.!.!.. 3 — 2 
— — I an ä *—³;᷑ —— — ” 2 ' pb | 
7 N — 4 8 ps? $ , Y . 9 4 4 1 I N 
15 , 8 pe ”, 6 


hg — rr en : . : — f Ws SY = 
; 5 a — = b : N . is ie of, F r Me We 
- —— ——— TS - | th) 7 8 6 N Xx I - "> 4 : 
— — . —e a - . CER x i "AY 3 b « 


(5) 


ing miniſter ſhould by theſe means get a power of 
ſquandering ſuch vaſt ſums of ſecret ſervice upon 


his own arbitrary deſigns, while the crown may be 


miſſed to imagine, that this branch of the govern- 
ment is carried on at a moderate and juſtifiable ex- 
pence; your committee apprehend, that the king 
may be impoveriſhed, the civil liſt exhauſted, the 

Juſt debts unpaid, and the people, in conſequence, 
| loaded with new burdens, to replace that profuſion 
which may be ſo dangerous to their liberttes. 
Lour committee have now laid before you the con- 
duct of the Earl of Orford, with relation to the pay- | 
ment of the troops, the freedom of your elections, 
and the quantity, as well as manner and conſe- 

quence of iſſuing and receiving the publick money, 
ſuppoſed to be employed for the ſecret ſervices of 
the ſtate, notwithſtanding the obſtructions they have 
met with, either for want of power to compel, or 
indemnify the un willing witneſs or accomplice, and 
from their inability to protect and ſupport thoſe, 
who might have been more ready to do their duty to 

JJ... 8 


' . Your committee are now proceeding in the exami- 


nation of the copies of the papers, and letters, and 
extracts of letters, relating to the convention, refer 
red to them by the houſe, which they will report with 
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18 dittio 
25 dit 
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An Acceunt of all Sums of 
Money drawn by Bills from | 
Famaica for the Service = 
of His Majeſty's Fleet, | 
ſince the Commencement | 
of the War againſt Spazrn, 
and at what Rates of Ex- 
change the ſaid Bills were 
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An account of the ſums of money drawn by bills 
from, or by bills remitted to Jamaica, for the ſer- 
vice of his majeſty's ordnance, ſince the com- 
mencement of the war againſt Spain; and at 
what rates of N the ſame were en or 
remitted. 
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7 APTAIN Alexander Wilſon being examined 


in the moſt ſolemn manner, this 21ſt day of 
April, 1742. ſaid, that he was an agent to Lord 


Cathcart when he was preparing for his expedition to 


the Weſt Indies; that in or about May or June, 


1740. 
Tough draught of inſtructions, which Mr. Pelham 
Propoſed to give to his deputy paymaſter that was 
to attend the troops under Lord Cathcart ; that this 


Lord Cathcart received from Mr. Pelham a 


examinate peruſed the ſaid draught, together with 


Lord Cathcart, that it contained directions to the 


| 


deputy, to pay the troops at Jamaica at ſuch a 


rate of exchange as ſhould'appear to Lord Cathcart, 


and the ſuperior officers, to be moſt advantageous 
to them; that this rate of exchange ſhould be con- 
ſtant and invariable, and that the ſaid Deputy ſhould F 
keep an account current of what he thus paid; and | 
if any advantage accrued from the currency thus 
ſettled, the Publick were to be entitled to it; but] 
if there was any loſs, the publick were to make it] 
good; and it was alſo propoſed, that the deputy} 
hould carry with him a ſum of money for this pur-F 


poſe, and ſhould be authorized to draw the neceſſary 


bills on the paymaſter-general z that Lord CatheartF 
approved of theſe inſtructions; but on or about the] 
latter end of June or the beginning of July, 1740, 
it was intimated to Lord Cathcart from the pay- offi 
or by Meſſieurs Burrell or Briſtow, that the treaſury 
were of opinion, that the troops were not to be left 
to the uncertainty of finding money abroad, fincef 
merchants might make their advantages of the neceſ-ſ 
ſities the troops might ſometimes be waders and that 


in conſequence of this — a contract 
the troops at the rate © 


formation 
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| or paying 
120 J. Jamaica money for 
100 J. ſterling, was then depending before the trea- 
jury ; that Lord Cathcart, immediately on this inf 


5 hats, 
formation, applied by this examinate to Mr. Willi- 
ams and Mr. Monſon's offices, for a meeting; his 


declared purpoſe in procuring this meeting, was, if 


| poſſible, to get the troops paid in a more advantage 
ous manner; for he did not apprehend, that the con- 
tract was already paſſed, but only that it was then 
depending; that at this meeting; which was at Mr. 


Williams's office, between the 4th and 13th of Ju- 


ly, 1740. there were preſent Lord Cathcart, Mr. 
Hanbury Williams, paymaſter of the marines, Mr. 
Burrell, Mr: Briſtow, and this examinate; Mr. Pel- 
ham was then in Yorkſhire with Mr. Arundell, as he 
believes; Lord Cathcart took notice of the inconve- 
niencies which might ariſe, by paying men only 1201. 
when by the 
concurring reports from Jamaica and of. merchants, 
the exchange was at 133 J. to 140; that he hereupon 


Jamaica money, for 100 J. ſterling, 


mentioned, what he had obſerved in armies abroad, 


particularly what happened at Ghent and Bruges in 


1712. where the troops mutinied, on account of ſome 


ſmall deductions for camp neceſſaries and bread, which 
were taken from ſome Regiments, and not from 
others; that this examinate ſaid at the ſame time, that 
as the troops from North America, under Colonel 


Blakeney, were paid at the full currency of exchange 
in thoſe parts; he apprehended, that if they received 


leſs money when they joined Lord Cathcart, than 
what they had before, they might begin a mutiny, 


and by informing Lord Cathcart's men, might occa- 
Gon diſcontents or mutiny amongſt them alſo ; the 


contractors anſwered to this, that the difference of 
currency in the North provinces of America, from 
whence Colone) Blakeney's troops came, was rather 
more to the advantage of thoſe troops, than the in- 


tended payment of 120 J. per Cent. That the con- 


tractors explained themſelves on this particular, in a 
manner that this examinate could not anſwer, nor 


indeed underſtand; 
the contractor reckoned up ſeveral articles of the 


that Lord Cathcart was ſilent ; 


charge 
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charge i it would be to them, ſome of which were the 
inſurance of the money, the freight, the commiſſion 


which they were to pay their correſpondents in Ja- 


maica, with other incident charges which this exa- 
minate cannot remember ; all theſe together, they 
| faid, was the cauſe that they could not contract for 

}:{s profit than what they ſhould get by paying 120 
Jamaica currency, for 100 J. ſterling; there was ſome 
other talk upon this affair, which all ended in Meſ- 


fieurs Burrelb's and Briſtow's (but thinks it was Mr. 


Burrell) declaring, that they had made an agreement 
with the treaſury already, upon thoſe terms, and that 
they could not do it for leſs profit; that this declara- 
tion of Mr. Burrell's put an end to the debates and 
meeting; for Lord Cathcart acquieſced in what the 
"Treaſury thought fit, as he was under orders; he was 
a polite man, and did not chooſe to fignity his diſ- 
approbation when it was of no conſequence ; ſo on 
the ſaid declaration he ſaid, he was to be determined 
by ſuperior powers; but in private converſation after- 


wards with this examinate, he wiſhed it had been 


etter: that this examinate cannot of his own know- 


ledge ſay, what ſteps had been taken with the trea- 


ſary, with relation to the firſt intended inſtructions; 

nor does he know of any publick notice given by the 
_ treaſury for receiving propoſals; nor has he heard of 
any propoſals from others but Meflieurs Burrell and 


Briſtow ; but he is nor in the way of treaſury affairs, 


Being further examined on the z27t·h day of April 


1742 in relation to the rough draught of the In- 


ſtructions mentioned aboveſaid, that Mr. Pelham, in 


converſation with Lord Cathcart, when this exami- 
nate was preſert, delivered it as his opinion, that 
the troops might be ſupplied in the manner there laid 


down eſpecially, as he ſuppoſed, that money would 


be brought into Jamaica by taking of prizes; that 


the rough draught was delivered to Lord Cathcart 


alter theſe converſations, that it began with the ſtile. 


of inſtructions, in the ſame manner as was cuſtomary 
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to give, to all deputy paymaſters abroad, impower⸗ 


ing him to take up and draw bills for the ſupply 
of the troops, &c. That it was written in a run- 


ning hand, and, as he thinks, in two ſheets of pa- 


per folio way; but all the ſides were not filled; that 
as it was to be peruſed by Lord Cathcart, as a plan 
on which (if approved of) inſtructions were to be 


formed, there was room left for additions and al- 


terations; but that Lord Cathcart finding, that ſo 
far as related to himſelf it was complete and want- 


ed none, neither Lord Cathcart, nor this examinate, 


made any therein, but returned it to the pay- office 
unaltered. That this examinate believes, Lord 
Cathcart's ſecretary carried it back; or perhaps, Mr. 


Pelham's deputy might call for it : That this exami- 


nate ſaw the final inſtructions given to the deputy 


paymaſter; but he only looked over them tranſient- 
ly; however, he read ſo much, as to be ſure, that 


the power of drawing upon the paymaſter in caſe 


of neceſſity or diſappointment was therein contained; 


though he cannot expreſly ſpeak to thoſe words: 


This examinate adds, that he has been informed by 

one of the clerks in Mr. Williams's office, that 

Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow did inſure the money 
| they ſent to Jamaica; but he doth not know at what 


ALEX. W1L$0N, 
Ne III. = 


Dkter Burrell Eſquire, being examined in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, this zoth day of April 


1742, ſaid, that about the latter end of the year 
1739, going down ſtairs, from the houſe of com-. 
mons, he was aſked by Sir Robert Walpole, if he, 
this examinate, or his acquaintance had any money 


in the northern colonies ; that about three weeks or 
a month afterwards he told Sir Robert, that he could 
not meet with any perſons whom he could depend 5 
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on, who had; and Sir Robert then replied, he be- 
hie ved there would be no occaſion for any: That as 
ſoon as it was publickly known that troops were go- 


ing to Jamaica, this examinate took occaſion, from 


this incident, to apply to Sir Robert Walpole, and 


to acquaint him, that as he, this examinate, had 
correſpondents at Jamaica on the ſouth-ſea compa- 
ny's account, who were men of great credit at Ja- 


maica, and who had the greateſt command of mo- 
ney of any in the place, this examinate thought he 
could ſupply the government as well as any body, 
if money was wanted there; to which the exami- 
nate then received no poſitive anſwer. That after 


this, this examinate conſidering with himſelf the 
great importance of this affair, he thought it too 
much hazard for himſelf alone, and thereon aſked 
Mr. Briſtow, if he thought it could be undertaken 
without a great riſk : That, when they had conſult- 
ed together, they agreed on the terms on which they 
would propoſe it, and about the month of June, 
the parliament being then prorogued, they waited 
on Sir Robert Walpole at Chelſea, and made an of- 
fer of furniſhing any ſuch ſums as might be wanting 
for the payment of the troops, on the ſame conditi- 


ons which were afterwards agreed to by the treaſury ; 
that Sir Robert Walpole aſked them, if thoſe were 
the loweſt terms, and hoped, they would not aſk 


more than what was reaſonable, nor what any body 


ſhould complain of; and the examinate aſſured him, 
that upon the beſt calculation, they had not. That 
he would not take it on himſelf, but deſired them to 
make their propoſals to the treaſury : that a few days 
after this converſation with Sir Robert Walpole, 


they did lay this propoſal before the treaſury, with- 
out any thing elſe paſſing between them and Sir Ro- 


bert in the interval, nor had the examinate any con- 
verſation with any other Lord of the treaſury, before 


he offered his propoſal to the board; that on deli- 


very of theſe propoſals, he does not recollect, whe- 
8 i 
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ther he was called in or no, nor can he ſay, when he 


received the firit notice of his propoſal being accept - 


| ed, nor by whom he was informed of it; but he 
. thinks, if any thing particular had happened on this 


occaſion, he muſt have remembered itz nor does he 


recollect, of meeting Mr. Hanbury Williams the 


morning this propoſal was delivered; this examinare 
docs indeca remember, that he one morning met 
Lord Cathcart, or captain Wilſon, who defircd & 


5 meeting at Mr. Hanbury Williams's office; but he 


is hot ſure; that this was the day of his contracts 
being agreed to; but rather believes, it was a week 


br a fortnight after that: The ſame day this meet- 


ing was deſired, Mr. Briſtow and this examinate 
met Lord Cathcart and Captain Wilſon; and Mr, 
Hanbury Williams, who came after: That this ex- 


aminate does not conceive, that Lord Cathcart 


would deſire a meeting, or could have any thing to 
do with this examinate and his partner, but as con- 


tractors, and therefore he thinks this meeting was 
after the contract was paſſed ; and that he ſuppoſes, 


the intention of this meeting was, that Lord Cath- 
cart might be ſatisfied, that "The troops would not 


be diſappointed; but that due cre would be taken 
to ſupply them with money when abroad; that at 


this meeting, Lord Cathcart talked to Captain Wil- 


ſon, of the manner in which the troops were to be 
paid, ſaying to them, that if the troops going to 


Jamaica were not paid at the ſame rate of exchange 


as thoſe from North America, it might occaſion 


diſcontents, as he remembered a mutiny had like to 
have happened in Flanders on the like account; that 


they ſaid; they had nothing to do with the paying 
of the troops, what they had contracted for was, to 


deliver the money at ſuch a certain rate; that this 
examinate takes it for granted, that Lord Cathcart, 
by his enquiry, wanted to know in what ſpecie the 


troops ſnould be paid, and not at what rate the mo- 
ney was to be furniſhed to the deputy-pay maſter: 


That 


(6) 


That this examinate does not remember there were 


any diſputes at this meeting, whether the contract 
was a good or bad contract, or indeed, whether 
there was mention made about it; and he believes, 
at the beginning of the converiation Lord Cathcart 
| knew of the contract being paſſed, and, he 1s per- 
ſuaded that Captain Wilſon knew it, becauſe the 


gentleman who is gone over deputy-paymaſter was 


informed by the examinate with every ſtep taken in 
this affair, and he was intimate with Captain Wil- 


ſon: That this examinate does not remember to 


| have told Captain Wilſon, that the contract was paſ- 


fed; but if he had met him, he believes, he ſhould 
have told him; but he takes it for granted, that it 


was underſtood ta be done, in their whole converſation 
at that meeting, and he doth not remember that ei- 


ther Lord Cathcart or Captain Wilſon ſhewed any 


ſurprize at that time, on hearing it was done; and 
that he thinks, that this meeting with him and Mr. 
Briſtow was on the footing of their being contrac- 


tors for the money; that Lord Cathcart aſked them, 


how they would ſupply the money, and they told 
him, they would fend forcign gold ; but this exa- 


minateè cannot remember, if there was any talk a- 


bout inſurance, freight and other items; that in this 


converſation, which he does not know laſted half 


an hour, many things of another nature were talked 
of between Lord Cathcart and Captain Wilſon, as 
about the embarkation of the troops, &c. That 
though this examinate had contracted at 120“. he 
does not recollect that the rate was mentioned at this 
meeting. The reaſon for fixing the price at 120/. was 
upon the conſideration of the Probable fall of the ex- 


change at Jamaica, when ſo great a demand mult 


be made upon the payment of ſo large a body of 
troops. That as the exchange had advanced fince 
the laſt war from 1111. to 135]. during which time, 


O 
there not having been an extraordinary demand for 


money in that ifland, the reverſe might reaſonably 


be peeing when a demand of money was made, 
plainly 


see 
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that greatly exceeded the natural currency, this 
plainly appeared upon Colonel Blakeney's arrival 
with but 3000 men, who with great difficulties 


raiſed between 9oOO and 10, oool. at 1201. and could 
not have procured more at above 110. at leaſt, that 


was the demand from thoſe who had money by 
them. In regard to the par of exchange between 
Jamaica and London, I am not informed by what 
rule that calculation is made, unleſs it be from the 


value they have ſtamped on the ſilver ſpecie of this 
kingdom, a ſhilling paſſing there current for 15 pence, 
which anſwers to the exchange of 125. for 10 


From the uncertainty of obtaining money at Ja- 
maica, I deſired Mr, Colebrooke to enquire at what 
rate he could procure bills on that place, and he in- 
formed me he could not get bills at any fixt rate, 


not even at t 20 nor any other price than what ſhould 


appear the current exchange of the iſland, as the 


ſame ſhould happen to be upon the time their bills 
ſhould appear there; we had then no other reſort, 


but to 1cnd out ſome ſpecie to ſupply the want of 


currency in Jamaica, and in that, there was no cer- 


tainty as to its value, as whatioever was the nominal 
price there appeared no act of council to oblige any 
one to recetve itz and the valuation is ſo much out 
of judgment, that no man could conceive it to be 
made, but by chance, as a moida* of 27s. is above 


3 per cent. higher than a moida? of 365. in propor- 


tion to the intrinſick value of each, which determi- 
ned us to buy heavy Portugal money of the bank, 
not only to prevent any complaint it received by tale; 
but to anſwer their full value it received by weight; 


the firſt parcel ſent being heavy money of 365, 


each, which, if had been obliged to icil av Tamaca | 
by the ounce, would have rendered loſs inſtcad of | 
profit to the contractors, "The infurance of this 
money was at 2+ per cent. which went by the menof 


war with the troops; but we apprehend we had the 


riſk of a deviation if the ſhips had been ordered td 
HR, Es E 3 Carthagena, 


( 68 ) 
Carthagena, or any other port but to Jamaica, 
which would have thrown the riſk on us; but if 
from any accident, the ſhip where our money was 
had not arrived with the troops, we had then been 
at the mercy of the inhabitants, and in ſuch caſe, 
I would willingly have compounded for 1o per cent. 
loſs. We agreed for 1 per cent. freight, for all but 
what we ſent with the troops; but we are informed, 
one of the captains has ſued our agents tor a fieight 
of 2 4 per cent, The charge of ſhipping is put at 
1 per cent. for the expence of guards, iron-cheſts, 
{ſervants and coaches to attend it, and for the riſk 
and charges of ſending the money in a boat from 

Portſmouth to St. Helens. % Ty 
That in regard to the nominal value at Jamaica 
of the gold ſpecies at a medium, deducting the com- 
miſſion and charges, we allow there doth not re- 
main a profit of 3 per cent. upon the preſent con- 
tract. That no other perſons but Meſſieurs Burrell 
and Briſtow were conſulted or concerned in the con- 
tract when they firſt engaged in it; that after the 
firſt embarkation, and this examinate believes after 
the ſecond, but before the contract was raiſed to 12.5, 
Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke one day to this examinate, 
and told him, that Mr. Hanbury Williams had de- 
ſired him to aſk the contractors, that a friend of his, 
a Weſt-India merchant, might have a ſhare in the 
remittance; but he added, you are to do juſt as you 
pleaſe; I don't aſk you to let any body in, for the 
contract is yours; that ſome little time afterwards 
Mr. Hanbury Williams ſpoke to this examinate and 
Mr. Briſtow, telling them, that he had a relation, 
one Mr. Hanbury, a Weſt-India merchant, to whom 
he had obligations; and as he had money and ef- 
fects at Jamaica, he deſired he might be concerned 
for the future one fourth part with them, and ſince 
that time he has been accordingly concerned one 
Fourth part in what relates to the payment of the 
marings in Mr, Hanbury Williams's office ; That 
r. 


\ 


reœad to this cxaminate, and it being therein ſaid, 


169 


Mr. Hanbury had wrote, as he told the examinate, 


to his correſpondents at Jamaica, that in caſe any 
money was wanting, he might pay it into the hands 
of their agents, and receive their bills for the fame; 
but the examinate ſaid, that though Mr. Hanbury 
wrote, no uſe has been made of it; that before this, 
Sir Robert Walpole never recommended any perſon 
to be concerned with the contractors, nor had any 


knowledge of any one that was; but that ſome time 


after the contract was paſſed, he, the examinate, 
aſked Mr. Monſon, deputy paymaſter to Mr. Pel- 
ham, whether he would take one fourth part of it, 
telling him, that though the profits might not be 
great, yet, unleſs ſome unforeſeen accidents happen- 
ed, the loſs could not be much; that Mr. Moaſon 
accepted of it, and has one fourth part of the con- 
tract, as far as it relates to the payment of the troops 
in the office where he is deputy. And being aſked, 
if Mr. Monſon had any effects at Jamaica, he ſaid 


he could not tell, nor had he any there himſelf, nor 


he had any ſhare or trouble in the management, 


but is to ſtand his ſhare in the profit or loſs z and be- 


fides theſe, no perſon elle is concerned with them to 


the Knowledge of this examinate: That this exa- 


minate did offer half his own ſhare to his brother and 
a gentleman engaged in buſineſs with him; but they 
thought it too great a riſk for them to run; he like- 
wiſe mentioned it to another gentleman, who would 
not accept of it; that theſe refuſals were very early 
before any thing was done in it more than paſſing 
the contract, and that he mentions them to ſhew, 
that he thought he had no great bargain of it. A 
copy of a minute of the treaſury lying before the 
conimittee, dated the 29th of January, 1740-1. re- 
| lating to the refuſal of the agents of the contractors 


at Jamaica, to ſupply the troops under Colonel 
Gouch and Blakeney with a ſum of money, being 
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that Mr. Burrell agrees, that thoſe troops were al- 


ways underſtood and intended as contained and in- 


eluded in his and Mr. Briſtow's propoſal to the trea- 
ſury; this cxaminate ſaid, that minute had miſtaken 
their meaning; for their agreement was, for the 


troops under Lord Cathcart, and thoſe he ſhould 


find at Jamaica, and that this examinate never un- 
derſtood, that the troops under Colonel Gouch and 


Coloncl Blakeney would be included in the contract 


before the arrival of Lord Cathcart at Jamaica. 
That this examinate believes, that it was about June 


or July, 1741. that he had the firſt account trom 
Jamaica of the refuſal of his agents, to comply with 
the demands of the deputy paymaſter 3 that the con- 
tractors having advice from Ja: Baica, that there was 
no money on the iſland, and that it was propoſed, 


that notes of hand ſhould have a currency, they had 
applied to the treaſury for the advance of a ſecond 


ſum, aud that in December following there being a 
ſecond embarkation, they procured a third ſum 
from the treaſury, on account of the convenience 
they had of ſending it. 

And being further 3 this 1 5th day of 
June, he ſaid, that Mr. Colebrooke, the deputy 
Paymaſter, who went with Lord Cathcarr, ſupplied 
the place of an agent tor the examinate and the other 
contractor, and that Mr. Colcbrooke had a com- 
miſſion of 1 per cent. only, and he added, that there 
never had been any money advanced to the contrac- 
tors, without their delivering a memorial to the 
treaſury, 


June the 2305 P. BURRELL. 


John i Eſquire, being examined in the 


moſt ſolemn manner, this zoth day of April, 1742. 
ſaid, that the firſt notice he had relating to the re- 
mittances, was from Mr. Burrell, who told him, 
bat probably there would be a contract for ſupply- 


: e 


ing the troops under Lord Cathcart with money, 


and he thinks, Mr. Burrell mentioned his having 
talked to Sir Robert Walpole about ir, bur he can- 


not be poſitive, That Mr. Burrell aflcd him, this 
examinate, if he would be concerned, to which he 


agreed, and then between them formed a * opolal = 


to be Jaid before the Lords of the trealury 3 chat pre- 
vious to the laying it before the tre: alury they waited 


on Sir Robert Walpole, who was then at Chelſca, 


the ſeſſion, as this examinate believes, being ended; 


that in this propoſal he thinks they mentioned 120 


per cent, as the rate at which: they would agree to 


furniſh the money ; Sir Robert ſaid, that he expect- 
ed they ſhould offer it at a reaſonable pre fit, that the 
publick may be well ſerved; that this examinate 
cannot recolle& any other converſation that paſſed 
either with Sir Robert Walpoleor any body che, before 
their propoſal was communicated to the treaſury ; nor 
does he believe, that they ſpoke about 1t to any other 
Lord of the treaſury} that when it was laid before 
the treaſury, he does not remember, whether they 
went with the propoſals themſelves, but is inclined 
to believe they did, and that they delivered it to 


ſome perſon in office, who carried it in; that he 


cannot remember whether there were any debates a- 
bout it, nor whether he was called in or no; but 
from a copy of a minute of treaſury lying on the 
table before the committee he thinks the propofals 
were immediately accepted, and he is pretty ſure he 
had notice of it when it was accepted, though he 
cannot ſay by whom; nor can he be ſure, that at 
that time he acquainted Mr. Hanbury Williams he 


had agreed; that he remembers the meeting of Lord 
Cathcart, Mr. Hanbury Williams, and Captain 
Wilſon at Mr. Hanbury Williams's office, where 
Mr. Burrell was likewiſe preſent ; but he 1s pretty 
ſure, no body from Mr. Pelham's office was therc, 
and believes it was in July 1740, and believes it was 


after the contract was paſled, though he cannot 7 
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if } it was that day, nor can he remember who firſt 
propoſed this meeting, though he believes, Lord 
Cathcart z nor: where, 'or when the agreement to 
meet was made; that the ſubſtance of the converſa- 
tion at this meeting was, the manner in which the 


troops were to be paid ; that Lord Cathcart talked 


about the pay of the troops, but this examinate can- 
not tell, if Lord Cathcart ſuppoſed the contract to 
| be paſſed, or to ve only a propofal, though he ap- 
prenends, that the contract was then made, and 
that Lord Cathcart knew it was made, becauſe o- 
therwile they, as contractors, could have nothing to 
do with Lord Cathcart z that this examinate believes, 
it might be poſſible Lord Cathcart might except to 
the paying of the troops at a low rate; that this ex- 

| aminate and his partner ſaid in ſubſtance, that the 
rate the troops were to be paid at was no concern of 
theirs, that their buſincls was only to ſupply the mo- 

_ ney at a certain rate; but this examinate does not 
apprehend, that the troops were to be paid ata 


lower rate than what they had contracted for; that i 


this examinate thinks, Lord Cathcart defired ta 
know in what ſpecie they intended to ſend our their 
money, that they told him, in Portugal gold; 
that the contractors propoſed the rate of 120 Ja- | 
maica money for 100 J. ſterling, for the following TR 
reaſons z that they were to furniſh money in a place . 
where there was not much, that therefore in caſe a 
conſiderable ſum was demanded at once, the owners 
of the money would make the moſt uſe of it they 
could, and lower the exchange under the rate of 120, 
at which they had contracted ; for that Colonel 
Blakeney before Lord Cathcart's arrival drew, on 
the Pay-oftice, for a {mall ſum, and this with diffi- 
culty, as he hath heard, at, or under 129, and had 
he wanted a larger tum, he muſt doubtleſs have 
drawn even ſtill lower, That this put them under a 
neceſſity of ſending out funds, or money, to ſupply 
the want of currency in that place; that as men of 
_ buſineſs 


. ; 
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buſineſs it was natural for them to conſider the ſeve- 
ral ſpecics of money, which it might be proper to 


ſend thither; that in this, they found a great variety; 


that they could not find there was any law to ſettle 
the currency of different ſpecies of coin, and the 
different ſpecies of coin were actually at different 


proportions of value in their currency, the guinea in 


particular, being at a lower rate than the 36 ſhilling 
pieces, and both theſe lower than the 27 ſhilling 
pieces; that this examinate is not ſure, that any 
conſiderable ſum of moidores or 36 ſhilling pieces 
was there before, and they were apprehenſive, that 


the ſum ſent out by the contractors, which was the 
greateit part in 36 ſhilling pieces and the reſt in 


moidores, might, on its arrival at Jamaica, be re- 
_ duced to an equality with guineas ; and in order to 
prevent, in ſome meaſure, the loſs which muſt at- 


tend an alteration in the value of theſe ſeveral ſpe- 


| cies, which was not improbable when the diſpropor- 
tion ſhould come to be conſidered at the ifland of 
Jamaica, the contractors ſent the major part of the 
ſupply by that fleet under Sir Chaloner Ogle, in 


weighty Portugal gold of 36 ſhilling pieccs, that, 


at all events, they might be the value 16 gold; that 
the contractors ſent their money on board three men 
of war and inſured it, but notwithilanding this, 
they were liable to many riſques and accidents; for 
had the men of war been ordered to any other 
place, this would have been a deviation from the 

voyage and would have vacated the inſurance, and 
that the very want of the money at Jamaica, or 
even what was on board one ſhip only, though it 


had not been loſt, would have funk the exchange, 


and that this was no improbable accident; tor three 


or four of the capital men of war were actually ſepa- 


rated from the fleet and driven to Liſbon, and had 
the money been on board either of theſe ſhips, the 


contractors would have been under great diſadvan- 


tages, as they mult have raiſed it at Jamaica at a 
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great lofs, and as it was all the money ſent out, had 
upon the arrival of the fleet no more effect than to 
raiſe the exchange to 130, and ſmall ſums ſoon af- 
ter got up to 1357, and 140, ſoon after which the 
contractors came to a new agreement at 127. That 
they have been told lately, that the victualling and 
navy have drawn at 1 35 and 140, but this being for 
ſtores and proviſions is not like money, but is really 
no exchange at all; and this examinate did not in- 
form himſelf of the rates at which the navy and vic- 


tualling drew when he was deliberating about his 


own contract. He added, that he has ſince been 
told, that the independent companies at Jamaica 
are paid at 127. That he believes, that he might 

communicate a memorial, containing the reaſons for 

fixing the currency at 120, to Lord Orford, before 
this examinate's memorial of the fifth of February . 

laſt was laid before the treaſury; that ſoon after 

Lord Cathcart's arrival Meſſieurs Merewether and 

Manning, their correſpondents, from a miſunder- 
ſtanding, did refuſe to furniſh money for the troops; 
but the deputy paymaſter, Mr. Colebrooke, drew) 
on Mr. Pelham; that this examinate believes, that 
the reaſon of the refuſal of their agents, was, their 
thinking they could make a greater advantage of 
their money from the neceſſity of the publick, "than i 
what they would get by complying with our com- 
miſſion: The reaſon urged by them was, the inde- 

finite demand of Mr. Colebrooke, who refuſed to 
ſpecify either the ſums, or the times when they 
| would be wanted: That as the contractors were to 
pay the difference of theſe bills drawn on Mr. Cole- 
- brooke if they had been under 120 or 125 per cent. 


they thought they had a right to thoſe bills when 


drawn at a higher rate, and: they accordingly took 
them up and paid them as ſoon as due, with money 
they received from the pay- office; but theſe bills are 
ſtill in diſpute, and our contract does not ſubſiſt any 
bonger, for the lords of t tle treafury have, within 5 

ay 


thr) 


day or two, given orders to the deputy at Jamaica, to 
draw on the paymaſter : That no perſons were con- 


cerned with them in their contract, till after it was 


agreed to, but that now Mr. Monſon, deputy pay- 
maſter to Mr. Pelham, and Mr. Hanbury, a merchant, 
are ſharers; Mr. Monſon has a fourth from part of 


wꝛuhat is paid in the office where he is deputy, Mr. Han- 


bury has, from a certain time, been intitled to æ part of 
what relates to the marines, which are paid in Mr. Han- 

bury Williams's office: That the offer to Mr. Monſon 
was made jointly by the contractors on their own mo- 
tion, and without the deſire or knowledge, as he be- 


lieves, of any other perſon Whatſocver, and before any 


remittances wer. made, and he never offered a ſhaie 


to any Perſon but Mr. Monſon; that as to Mr. Han- 
bury, Sir Robert Walpole mentioned to them, that 


Mr. Hanbury Williams deſired his relation, Mr. 


5 Hanbury, ſhould have a Part; that Sir Robert had 
been ſpoke to by Mr. Williams about it; but he, 
Sir Robert, told the contractors, he left it to them- 


ſelves; and it is moſt probable, Sir Robert Wal- 


pole mentioned this to the contractors before Mr. | 
Hanbury Williams ſpoke to them; that ncither Mr. 
Monſon nor Mr.Hanbury have advanced any money 


on this affair, nor indeed have the contractors them- 


ſelves properly advanced any money; for on deliver- 
ing their bills drawn at ſight on Jamaica to the pay- 


5 waſter here, he furniſhed "he money for them, as is 


the conſtant practice of the pay-office, whenever bills 


of Exchange are furniſhed payable in foreign parts, 
by the drawers of ſuch bills, or by draughts from Ja. 


maica, on the pay. office, to make good ſuch ſums | 


as are raiſed for the ſervice on the iſland, _ 
And being further examined this 22d day of June, 
1742, ſaid, that the contractors allowed to Mr. 


| Colebrooke, who carried out the money ſent with 


Lord Cathcart, « pc Cent., Commiſſion 3 but the 
further ſums which have been ſince ſent out, and all 
other tranſactions relating to this affair, have been 

managed 


— 
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managed by their agents at Jamaica, to whom they 
are to pay 2 per Cent. 

And further ſaid, that an action has been brought 
| againſt their agent at Jamaica, by Captain Knowles, 
For 2 * per Cent, freight, for the money which he car- 
ried out at the time of Lord Cathcart's going on the 
expedition, for which, as the examinate is informed, 
Captain Knowles has obtained a verdict, which if the 
contractors ſhould be obliged to pay, will be a pre- 
cedent for other captains of men of war, by whom 
money was ſent out at the ſame Time. 
Joux Barsrow, 


Charles Hanbury Williams \ Eſq; being examined | 
in the moſt ſolemn manner this zoth day of April, 
1742, ſaid, that on the vth of July laſt, as he thinks, 

being in * chariot, he met Meſſieurs Burrell and | 
Briſtow, who told him, that they had made an agree- 
ment with the treaſury, for remitting money to pay 
the troops, at the rate of 120 /. Jamaica money for 
100 J. ſterling, z that after mceting Meſſicurs Burrell 
and Briſtow he went to the Trealury, and he thinks 

he ſaw Lord Cathcart in one of the rooms of the 
treaſury, and thinks he talked of what Meſſieurs Bur- 
rell and Briſtow had told him, to Lord Cathcart, but 
he is not poſitive; char the ſame day, there was a 

meeting at his office in Scorland-Yard, at which were 
preſent Lord Cathcart, Captain Alexander Wilſon, 
Mr. Burrell, Mr. Briſtow, and this cxamipate, but 
he cannot ſay, any body elſe, in particular, he cannot 
ſay, Mr. Monſon was preſent; that this meeting was 
deſired that morning, either by Lord Cathcart, or 
by Captain Wilſon at his inſtance, but he cannot 
tell which; he thinks, they all met at the treaſury, 
and went from thence to the office ; that rhe 


_ Converſation, which laſted two hours, turned on 
the proper means of carrying Meſſieurs Burrell and 
Briſtow*s contract into execution, and preventing the 
troops from being diſappointed for want of 8 ; 

that 


17 


that he inclines to imagine, that Lord Cathcart knew 


that the agreement was made; this examinate aſked 
Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow, what money they had 
ſent over and what credit they had eſtabliſhed for this 

purpoſe ; but that this was a queſtion ariſing from his 

_ own care and curioſity only; that he believes Lord 


Cathcart ſaid, he had heard, that the exchange in the 
City was 130, or 135. That if the troops were paid at 


120, the difference might occaſion an uneaſineſs 


amongſt them; that what Lord Cathcart ſaid, 
was rather repining and diſliking the low rate of ex- 


change they had agreed for, than diſputing about it; 


that in conſequence of this diſlike of Lord Cathcart's, 


Meſſieurs Burrel] and Briſtow entered into a detail 
about exchanges, endeavouring from thence to ſhew, 
that they could not afford to remit cheaper; but this 
examinate did not underſtand all they faid on this 
head; and Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow talked of 


their agreement as made; but whether at the begin- 


ning, or end of the meeting, he cannot ſay : That 
he cannot ſay, or remember: that Mr. Burrell, at 
the end of the converſation told them, he had agreed - 
with the treaſury, nor can he ſay, that he heard Lord 


Cathcart mention the American troops, as then paid 
ata 9 rate of exchange. . 


N. B. Charles Hanbury Williams, Eo: be- 


ing now at Bath, could nor ſign his exami- 


nation: but it was read over co the com- 


mittee twice, and was found to be ag recable 


to the | minutes then taken. 


No IV. 


2 KNIGHT, Eſq; a in the Dy 


ſolemn manner, this 2d day of May 1742. ſaid, 


that he lived many years in Jamaica, from hence 


he came to England about five years ſince; and that 


he has many effects, rents and a plantation in that 


and; 
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: Itand 1 ; that when he lived there, he ated as a actor 
to the Guiney-merchants, and has fold ſcveral cargoes 
of negrocs to the South Sea company, which were 
paid for in bills of exchange in London, and had by 
his employments the means of being acquainted with 
the remittance from that iſland, both in ſpecie and 
in bills; that the exchange between Jamaica and Lon- 
don has for ſeven years ; paſt varied very little, being 
trom 240 to 1 37 but generally 140, very few bills be. 
iog drawn under that rate, excepting particular con- 
tracts in the ſales of negroes eſtates or other effects, 
when the enchange has fomerimes been agreed on at 
35 and ſometimes at 37 2, the difference in the ex- 
change being conſidered in the purchaſe ; the South 
Sea company, in particular, ſettled their exchange 
at 35 per cent, at which rate they drew for conti- 
derable ſums; and in conſideration of the exchange, 


and number of negroes they bought, they had them 7 


at a price accordingly, tae planters. paying 35 and 

36 per head, in bills at 40 per Cent. and 38 and 40 
in ſugars, or other produce of the iſland, when the 
company, by means of their bills being at lower 
exchange, furniſh:d themſelves at 31 and 32 per head 
Jamaica currency: That he has now a bill of 600 JI. 
drawn on the ordnance, at 140, and he has had two 
_ ©:h=rs of 500 J. each drawn on the ſame office, and 
other publick bills as well as private at the ſame rate, 

within the laſt twelve months; that the independent 
companies conſtantly draw at 140, as he has heard 
and believes, except one or two officers, who have 
had credit; that he believes, beſore the war, the 


bills remitted from Jamaica to England, including 


thoſe drawn by the South Sca company, may have 
amounted to 199,900 J. per Ann, that there are be- 
{des great ſums ſent from thence to England in ſpe- 
cie, that before the war, it was common for ſingle 
men of war to bring 40 cr 59,900 J. from thence, _ 
and he believes, including the money ſent over by 
the South Sca company, upwards of $00,990 /. per 

Ann, 
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Arn. in ſpecie, was uſually remitted from Jamaica at 
a medium before the commencement of the war; that 
the ſpecie of Jamaica conſiſts chiefly 1 in Spaniſh coin; 
there are ſome Spaniſh piſtoles and dubluons ; that 
there is a law in Jamaica, made about the year 1681, 
which aſcertains the currency of Spaniſh money, and 
makes it felony to diminiſh or falſity 1 it; though he 
has known perſons tried upon the law, yet in general . 
it is not much obſerved, the coin being commonly 
clipped and diminiſned of it's true weight, and 
the Portugal money is not included in it, ” becauſe 
there was then none upon the mand; that when this 
examinate heard, that the troops were going toJamai- | 
ca, he enquired how they were to be paid, and on 
being told, that the treaſury would contract with pri- 
vate perſons for that purpoſe, he did himſelf intend 
to make an offer for the furniſhing the money neceſ- 
fary; bur in very few days after, he heard the trea- 
fury had agrecd with Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow 
at the rate of 126 /. Jamaica money, for 100 J. ſter- 
ling; that this EXAmInate does not believe, that tlie 
tre dqury ever gave notice, chat they intended any 
ſuch contract; chat indeed he does hot know, that 
a formal pablick norice has been given by che trea- 
ſary on ſuch occaſions; but he has heard, that in 
Queen Anne's war, the treaſury, when they have 
hadi ſuch contracts in view, have communicated their 
intentions to merchants, which was in effect the 
fame thing, and was what this examinate expected 
in the prelcnt caſe z and had this been done, this ex- 
aminate believes, that ſeveral others beſides himſelf 
Would have propoſed to have furniſhed the govern- 
ment with money at Jamaica; that this examinate 
would have furniſhed the money at the rate of 130 
per cent. provided he could have obtained the fame 
advancement which he has heard was made to Mei- 
ſieurs Burrell and Briſtow ; for in pr portion to the 
advancement he propoſed to haus made his Offer of 
= furniſhing the troops with money, other ie he coud 


nor | 
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- not have ifforded ſuch an exchange, and ſhould favs 
thought it a good bargain ; that he ſhould have 


thought himſelf ſecured againſt any diſappointment 


for the want of currency at Jamaica; by ſending 
over in ſpecie one third part of what he might be 


ſuppoſed to want in ſix months time, for that he 


apprehends; the only difficulty would have been at 


| firlt; when the people there, on the arrival of ſo 
great a number of troops; might endeavour to lower 
the exchange; that afterwards he docs not doubt, 
but he could have contracted with people on the 
ifland, to have furniſhed the money at the rate of 
127 per Cent, or by other means provided money 


to anſwer the occaſion z that if the whole money 
was advanced to him here before hand, and he was 
only to ſend it over, and to furniſh the money at 


Jamaica at the rate of 1301. per Cent. he ſhould 
think that he might make 12 or 15 per Cent per 


Ann. of the money which he thus ſupplied; becauſe 
he could return the fame money twice in the com- 


paſs of one year; he added; that he believes, the 
_ inſurance of money on men of war from London 
Jamaica might be done at 2 per Cent. to pay 84. 
That the commiſſion which he pays to his agents 
at Jamaica, for tranſacting his affairs, is 5 per Cent. 
but if he was to negotiate 30 or 40, ooo. for the 

government, he would have done it, when at 
Jamaica, for 2 + per Cent. with all his heart, and 
doubts not, but other perſons of credit and reputa- 
tion in Jamaica would have undertaken the fame for 


the like commiſſion, or g lels. 


Ius KxIOERT. 
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